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Minaki Lodge Golf Course Assessment 
 

1.0 Introduction 
The Minaki on the River Inc. is a private company that purchased the Minaki Lodge and golf course 

property in 2010. The corporation has made application for development of 160 seasonal residential 

condominiums on the former Minaki Lodge and Golf Resort lands (Quartek Group Inc. 2014:1). 

The former Minaki Golf Course is believed to have been designed by golf course architect Stanley 

Thompson in 1924. The Stanley Thompson Society refers to the golf course as a Level 2 course 

(Stanley Thompson Society web page 2010). This level assignment is based on certain criteria held 

within their archival collections such as correspondence. There is some indication that Thompson 

may have been involved in the design; however the archival collection does not contain any maps or 

design plans that would indicate that he was the main architect. It is possible that he was consulted 

by CN as they proceeded to develop the property. 

The purpose of this report is to provide a description of the attributes that are extant at the former 

golf course and deliver a series of recommendations regarding the property. 

2.0 Review of Historical Events 
Stanley Thompson was recognized as a Person of National Significance by the Historic Sites and 

Monuments Board of Canada in 2005 for his contributions to golf course architectural design 

between 1915 and 1953 (Andrew 2007). He was president of the American Society of Golf Course 

Architects from 1949-1950. 

During his formative years he was greatly influenced by several well-known architects such as H.S. 

Colt and golf professionals such as George Cumming. Thompson’s courses followed a par 3 technique 

developed by Colt for two of his prestigious golf courses (Toronto 1912 and Hamilton (1914); 

bunkers also bore similarity in style, but as Andrew (2007) suggests this may have been due to the 

same construction crews used for building golf courses.  

At the time of designing and constructing the Minaki Golf Course (1924) Thompson continued to 

influence and be influenced by other golf course architects, such as A. Mackenzie, A.W. Tillinghast 

and G. Thomas; in particular, Mackenzie’s use of “fingers”. While Thompson stated that he had “no 

desire to emulate…style” (Andrew 2007:5), this particular feature is evident in the layout design of 

the Minaki Golf Course. 

It is apparent that the Stanley Thompson Society, which was founded by Stanley Thompson, has had 

great influence in maintaining the status of “Stanley Thompson Golf Courses” though preservation of 

original landscape features. Of the 79 golf courses in Ontario that were designed by Stanley 

Thompson 22 have closed, or lost their status because of redesigns or development of additional 

holes. For example, the Kenora Golf Course was expanded to 18 holes in 1988. The course is no 

longer considered a Stanley Thompson Golf Course. The Minaki Golf Course has not been operational 

since 2003 and has been closed for some 11 years. 
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The Stanley Thompson Society, which has not updated its web page since 2010, continues to identify 

the Minaki Golf Course as a Stanley Thompson Golf Course and describes it as a nine-hole golf 

course.  

The following text will describe significant changes to the Minaki Golf Course that dissuade its status 

as a Stanley Thompson Golf Course. 

3.0 Minaki on the River – An Evolving and Organic Cultural Landscape 

Evolving and organic cultural landscapes as defined by UNESCO, fall into three categories, namely: 

“… clearly defined landscape designed and created intentionally by man. This 
embraces garden and parkland landscapes constructed for aesthetic reasons 
which are often (but not always) associated with religious or other monumental 
buildings and ensembles.  

…organically evolved landscape. This results from an initial social, 
economic, administrative, and/or religious imperative and has 
developed its present form by association with and in response to its 
natural environment. Such landscapes reflect that process of evolution 
in their form and component features.  

They fall into two sub-categories:  

 a relict (or fossil) landscape is one in which an evolutionary process came to an 
end at some time in the past, either abruptly or over a period. Its significant 
distinguishing features are, however, still visible in material form.  

 continuing landscape is one which retains an active social role in contemporary 
society closely associated with the traditional way of life, and in which the 
evolutionary process is still in progress. At the same time it exhibits significant 
material evidence of its evolution over time.  

…associative cultural landscape. The inclusion of such landscapes on the World 
Heritage List is justifiable by virtue of the powerful religious, artistic or cultural 
associations of the natural element rather than material cultural evidence, which 
may be insignificant or even absent” (Operational Guidelines 2005, Annex3). 

 

  

http://whc.unesco.org/archive/opguide05-annex3-en.pdf


 

Minaki Golf Course Assessment 
Northern Lights Heritage Services Inc. September 2014  3 

The Minaki on the River property can be best described as intentional design but one strongly 

influenced by its organic and evolving landscape record and the changing land use of the property 

that has occurred over the past 100 years.  

Between 1961 and 1983 broad infrastructure changes were underway across the former Minaki 

Lodge and Golf Course. Further changes occurred in 2003. 

Even earlier, with the initial building of Minaki Inn by the Grand Trunk Railway in 1914, the landscape 

was modified to accommodate industrial endeavors. Post war (1919) purchase of the property by 

CNR imagined Minaki as an elite tourist destination and a golf course was viewed as an integral part 

of the business plan.  Built by 1924, the Golf Course was barely open when the re-furbished Minaki 

Inn was destroyed by fire in 1925. 

A new lodge, called Minaki Lodge was constructed and operational by June of 1927. The lodge and 

golf course were plagued by financial difficulties, changing hands 11 times in a little over 50 years. 

During this period of financial turmoil many attempts were made to persuade tourism. The lodge 

and golf course were closed between 1939 and 1946 during the Second World War 

(Maskowitz1985). Post-war social structure and increased portable assets opened tourism to a new 

class of people. However, they were not willing to pay the costs associated with upper class and 

settled for more rustic lodgings and self-serve facilities. 

By 1961 trails were widened into linear roads and new roadway systems were developed which 

eventually transected portions of the golf course. 

A transmission power line was situated between holes 7 and 3 which may have provided power to 

the CNR station from the Minaki Lodge power house. The date of erection of the power line is not 

known at this time.  

The most extensive and irreversible changes to the site occurred between 1974 and 1983 when the 

Ontario Government purchased the property. During these nine years, the Lodge and facilities 

remained closed as infrastructure changes to roads and site plan took place. In addition to the 

relocation of staff quarters and cabins, a large hotel addition, separate from the Lodge was 

constructed. An estimated 48 million dollars was spent by the Ontario government on these 

upgrades, which included highway, airport, and ski hill in an effort to promote regional tourism 

(Globe and Mail July 1983). 

It was during this period that permanent changes to the original golf course began. The 9th green, 

which was originally in front of Minaki Lodge, was moved in 1983 to accommodate the new hotel 

complex.  

The positions of bunkers, especially at the 5th hole, were moved or removed over the years. A 2nd Tee 

box was installed at the 9th hole and a water hazard added between holes 3 and 7 in 2003.  

The Governor’s Cabin property takes up a portion of the 1st hole. This property was severed in the 

late 1990s and was separated from the golf course. 

Aside from the many changes to the golf course, the most notable fact is that 2/3s of the 3rd hole is, 

and have always been, located on CNR property. This parcel of land has never been owned by Minaki 

on the River nor by previous lodge owners. A 1961 road easement was granted by CNR between the 
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3rd hole and main CNR rail line. The purpose of the easement was to develop a road from the CNR 

station to the lodge for shuttling guests. The road went around the 3rd hole and perhaps followed the 

original horse and buggy trail to the lodge.  

4.0 Discussion 
The Minaki Golf Course has undergone cumulative and irreversible changes over the past 50 years 

and many attributes of the original course, such as vistas and the quality of the golf course, have 

been lost as a result. Mr. Les Furber, golf design architect, during his on-site evaluation on August 25, 

2011 stated that,  

 …In fact having seen and undertaken restoration work on several of his golf course 

projects it became obvious that either he [Thompson] had very little input into the 

actual construction and/or many of the intricacies of his usual artistic flare on this 

site has been lost in the maintenance and management of the golf course by 

several different owners of the facility (Furber 2011). 

Further, Mr. Furber stated that 

My observations on site was that the green sites and surrounding bunkers were 

not typical of a Stanley Thompson design and the features would have to be 

reconstructed from existing sites to attempt to give it the character that has 

been lost and to ensure the conditions would be to a worthy playable standard.  

The existing turf grass species have been infested with undesirable weeds and 

grasses over time and would need to be replaced. 

Attributes that are suggested to be critical to Thompson’s design principles include: site selection, 

routing, bunkers, greens, fairways, tees, water features and vegetation (Brown & Paine 2014): 8-9). 

Changes to these inherent attributes suggested by Thompson that have occurred at Stanley 

Thompson golf courses have resulted in loss of status.  

A discussion of these attributes as they related to the former Minaki golf course follows. 

Thompson was of the opinion that “nature must always be in the architects [sic] model” (Stanley 

Thompson (G1) in Brown & Paine 2014). This theme was prevalent in many facets of art and life as 

the general population struggled to reconnect with nature. Major natural features were either 

worked into the design or emulated through design. Therefore “legibility” of the architectural plan 

became the plan itself, that is, the map of certainty and recognition (see Lynch 1960). For the former 

Minaki golf course landscape legibility across a historic landscape does not exist for reasons stated 

below. 
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4.1 Site Selection 
“Sites that exhibit a variety of topography (generally suitable for golf), natural systems (shores, valleys, farms & woodlands, 

and water features streams, rivers, ponds) are preferred (S1 in Brown & Paine 2014: 8)”. 

In general, the former Minaki golf course is situated on Precambrian topography that continues to 

exude all the aesthetic qualities and attributes of the Boreal Shield in northwestern Ontario. It 

provides the opportunity for many types of natural enjoyment.  

The original natural landscape on which the golf course was built consisted of mainly pre-Cambrian 
bedrock with typical thin veneers of boreal acidic soils interrupted by low-lying wetlands. This 
environment would not have supported the quality of turf required for golf courses. In order to 
construct the golf course 30 trainloads of topsoil were imported from a farm near Dugald, Manitoba. 
(http://www.freebase.com/m/02r8jmr, Created by mwcl_wikipedia 7/28/2007); Publicity Bureau of 
Winnipeg & Manitoba nd; see www.manitobaphotos.com.Brochures/Winnipeg and St. Boniface)1. 
Therefore, from the beginning, the Minaki Golf Course was an artificially created landscape. 

The introduction of a roadway system impacted a number of fairways and greens and adversely 
affected the original layout of the course. 

Former holes #1 and #9 provided water vistas because of their artificially raised elevations and 

nearness to the waters of the Winnipeg River; although over the years the littoral vegetation has 

impeded vistas. Vistas at Holes 3,4,5,6 &7 were limited because of the tree barriers that separated 

the various fairways, as shown in the pre-1990s score card (Figure 1). 

 

                                                           
1 In 1927 a freight train usually consisted of 100 boxcars, each holding a little over 1000 cu yds capacity.  One 
cu yd of soil weighs approximately 1 ton, therefore approximately 340,000 tons of topsoil was imported to 
complete the golf course. 

http://www.freebase.com/m/02r8jmr
http://www.manitobaphotos.com.brochures/Winnipeg%20and%20St.%20Boniface
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Figure 1. Map of the Minaki Golf Course ca. 1990 (Score card courtesy of Minaki on the River). 

 

4.2 Routing 
“First and tenth [sic?] holes should be located in close proximity to the clubhouse (R1 in Brown and Paine 2014:9)”. 

While holes # 1 and 9 were strategically situated according to the original design, routing of the golf 

course was altered and fragmented by a series of improvement projects beginning as early as 1961 

with the road easement (Plan 1). 
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Plan 1. Copy of 1961 Easement (Courtesy of CN Rail 2014). 

 

A significant amount of redevelopment took place at hole #9 with shortening of the original fairway 

to make way for the hotel complex. Access roads were constructed, renovations to the Minaki Lodge 

followed with the building of the additional hotel complex, relocation and building of cabins (1974-

83), Pro Shop (2003), expansion of the road system, parking lot, construction of a water hazard 

between holes #3 & #7 (2003). Construction of a second tee box at hole #9 in 2003 contributed to 

the metamorphosis of hole #9 and its fairway. 

Hole #1 routing has been fragmented by a road which transects the fairway. Additionally, the 

property of the Governor’s cabin situated on Hole #1 was severed in the 1990s, reducing the size of 

the fairway and compromising its integrity. 

Routing of Hole #3 and fairway is an enigma since approximately two thirds of the fairway continues 

to be located on CNR property which has never been part of the Minaki complex. The reasons why 

this parcel of land was not included in any of the historic purchases of Minaki Lodge and the former 

golf course are not available at this time but was most likely due to required rail line rights-of-way. 

No true water vistas are noted. 
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The development of the road along the fairway in 1961 impacted the legibility of the fairway. The 

changes made to the routing of plan impacts the quality and aesthetics of the golf course and 

diminishes the significance of this attribute. 

4.2 Bunkers 
Bunkers, as originally designed, have been relocated, fallen into disrepair or cease to exist on the 

former Minaki Golf Course.  This has significantly impacted the quality of the cultural heritage 

landscape and diminished the significance of this attribute. 

Bunkers at the 5th hole, for example were discontinued and/or relocated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2. Fifth Green with noticeable absence of bunkers. (Photos courtesy of Minaki on the River (2014 and 1935). 

 

4.3 Greens 
Thompson was very particular about the visual aesthetics and “legibility” of the fairway that would 

instill a sense of familiarity and tranquility. While the fairways have been occasionally mowed, 

invasive species and natural succession have overrun much of the property, which has diminished 

the aesthetic of the greens and fairways. This was noted by Mr. Les Furber in 2011, and by Northern 

Lights Heritage Services Inc. field staff during 2011, 2012 and 2014 inspections of the property.  

4.4 Fairways 
Fairway 1 vista remains similar to its original design, except that a road between the power house 

and the main Lodge road crosses the fairway and edges along the northwest side of Hole #5 (Figure 

3). As noted earlier, a portion hole #1 was severed in the 1990s and is a private property. 
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Figure 3. Hole 1 from the tee box looking southeast of the hole. The Governor’s Cabin in the inset is located at the southeast 
end of the fairway on a severed parcel of land. Note the shore-side restaurant on the right side of the photo. (Photo courtesy 
of Minaki on the River 2014 and NLHS 2011). 

 

Fairway 2 is essentially unaltered in its configuration but is overrun with invasive floral species and 

has not been managed. As noted in the photo below (Figure 4) taken from the former Hole 2 tee box, 

a utility and access trail used by local residents runs down the centre of the fairway; the CNR 

transmission tower is also visible in the background and is an intrusion in the vista. The fairway abuts 

CNR property at its south boundary. 

 

 

 

Figure 4.Second hole looking down the fairway from the tee box (Photo courtesy of Minaki on the River 2014). 
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The road also bisects the 3rd Fairway just past the tee box area. No true water vistas are noted. A 

water hazard was built between holes #3 & 7 in 2003.  The Lodge access road runs along the south 

east portion of the fairway. The fairway is now used as a utility and access trail by local residents as 

noted in Figure 5 below. The cultural and heritage landscape and aesthetics have been significantly 

compromised. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5. Third hole fairway from the tee box looking down the fairway, southwest (Photo courtesy of Minaki on the River 
2014). 

Fairway 4 never enjoyed a vista of the Winnipeg River or Sand Lake since it was completely 

surrounded by mature trees at its northern point and was blocked by fairway 8 and a windrow 

separating the two fairways. Invasive plant species and a utility/access trail used by local residents 

exist over the fairway (Figure 6). The cultural heritage landscape and aesthetic attributes have been 

impacted by local ATV traffic. 
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Figure 6. Fairway 4 looking down the fairway from the tee box (Photo courtesy of Minaki on the River 2014). 

The configuration of fairway 5 has changed due to removal and regrowth of trees as well as 

relocation of bunkers. The cultural heritage landscape and aesthetics have been significantly 

diminished (Figure 7). 

 

Figure 7. Fairway 5 from tee box looking north at the relocated cabins (Photo courtesy of Minaki on the River 2014). 

Fairway 6 was impacted least by the road system but has suffered extensively from invasive species. 

Fairway 6 abuts the CNR property to the south (Figure 8). The CNR transmission tower is also visible 

at this location, impacting on the vista of the fairway as well. 

 

 

Figure 8. Fairway 6 looking south from the tee box towards the CNR (Photo courtesy of Minaki on the River 2014). 
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Fairway 7 is transected by the main Lodge access road in the location of the tee box area (Figure 9). 

The fairway is overgrown with invasive species; however, access to Fairway 8 has not changed and 

there is little change in the tree placement in this area.  

 

Figure 9. Fairway 7 from the tee box looking south west (Photo courtesy of Minaki on the River 2014). 

The configuration of the fairway 8 has not changed, except that a series of staff cabins (staff quarters 

introduced by Ontario Government between 1981-83) exists.  The presence of the cabins has 

changed the cultural heritage landscape and the aesthetics associated with a restful vista. 

 

Figure 10. Fairway 8 looking north from the tee box. The old staff lodge quarters are slightly visible in the far background 
(Photo courtesy of Minaki on the River 2014). 

Fairway 9 has undergone the most re-development. At least ½ of the fairway does not exist any 

longer. As noted earlier in this report, the hole was re-configured to make way for the hotel complex, 

road system, Pro Shop, and parking lots.  
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Figure 11. Fairway 9 from the original tee box facing north (Photo courtesy of Minaki on the River 2014). 

4.5 Tees and Water Features 
Tees remain in their original provenance but are overgrown with invasive vegetation. However, 

further to the original tee box on hole #9, a second tee box was installed nearby in 2003 to make the 

existing water hazard more prominent (Figure 12). 

 

 

 

Figure 12. Fairway 9 from the second tee box installed in 2003 (Photo courtesy of Minaki on the River 2014). 
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4.6 Vegetation 
Vegetation has reverted to its natural state over much of the golf course. This has been occasionally 

maintained during the summer months in order to keep the insect population at bay. In comparing 

the 1951 aerial photos with the 1990 score card map and the 2009 Google Earth map there have 

been noticeable changes to the nine fairways and associated features 

The original water features consisted of the Winnipeg River only at the 1st and 9th holes. A water 

hazard was installed between the 3rd and 7th holes and a second tee box with water hazard installed 

at the 9th hole in 2003 (Figure 13). 

 

 

Figure 13. Location of the water feature between holes 3 and 7 which was added in 2003 (Map courtesy of Google Earth). 

4.7 Inclusion of a Fitness Trail 
Between 1974 and 1983 the Ontario Government introduced a Fitness Trail to the golf course. Called 

the Trim Trail, the course consisted of 9 fitness stations. The trail ran throughout the golf course, at 

times within close proximity to the golf course. This was closed permanently in 2003 because of 

interference with the golf course and potential liability. A series of photos are included in Appendix 

1. 

5.0 Discussion 
The former Minaki golf course is purported to have been designed by Stanley Thompson in 1924 in 

order for CNR to draw a certain class of clients to its star of northwestern Ontario. Plagued with 

financial difficulties, the Lodge facility struggled until 1955 when it was sold to a private company. 

Over the next 50 years it changed ownership another ten times. Each ownership added their 



 

Minaki Golf Course Assessment 
Northern Lights Heritage Services Inc. September 2014  15 

personal signature to the property, but the most notable changes occurred when the Ontario 

Government purchased the estate in 1974 and began a five-phase plan to revitalize the Lodge and 

golf course. The facilities were closed from 1974 to 1983. Changes included the relocation of staff 

quarters and cabins, with interior renovations, construction of three new staff cabins, upgrades to 

the Lodge, the construction of a 120-room hotel complex, new road access points with upgrades to 

existing roadways, redevelopment of hole #9, and fragmentation of other fairways as described 

above this line. 

In 2003 further changes to the golf course included the building of a Pro shop, a new tee box at hole 

9, a new water hazard between holes 3 & 7 and relocation of bunkers. 

Since 1998 , the former Minaki Golf Course only operated for a period of two months (in 2003). The 

fairways, greens, sand traps, and other relevant golf course features have not been maintained to 

playable level over the past 11 years. While some attributes are recognizable there have been too 

many changes over the years to suggest that this may be a Stanley Thompson Golf Course. 

While Stanley Thompson was commemorated as a person of Canadian significance the golf course at 

Minaki was never commemorated by the Federal or Provincial governments as an outstanding 

example of his golf course architecture. More significant sites such as Banff benefitted because of 

easy road access, outstanding natural landscapes and a National Park which together have provided 

a world class destination. These features, other than beautiful Boreal Shield landscapes are not 

found at Minaki. 

The changes that have been made especially between 1974 and 2003 to the original design of the 

former Minaki Golf Course have contributed to the demise of the cultural heritage landscape value. 

Changes to the golf course represent an evolving and organic landscape that reflects changing social 

values. The legibility of the former golf course is no longer recognizable of its original design. 

While the cultural heritage landscape of the former Minaki Lodge and golf course have been 

compromised, Minaki on the River Inc. is prepared to develop conservation measures as 

recommended in the 2012 Minaki Lodge Conservation Management Report (NLHS 2012). Indeed, 

this process has already commenced with the construction of a commemorative gazebo which has 

been constructed of timbers and stone conserved from the former Minaki Lodge; a commemorative 

plaque has also been installed at the gazebo (Figure 14).  
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Figure 14. Commemorative gazebo facing the Winnipeg River; inset commemorative plaque (Photo courtesy of NLHS 2014). 

Further, recommendations that were subscribed in the 2012 Heritage Conservation Plan are being 

implemented. The Power House has been cleared of years of storage and refuse. During this process 

an original Minaki Inn beam with inscription was discovered and will be used in future interpretative 

endeavors (Figure 15). The bronze fountain and one of the large herons, decorative pieces to Minaki 

Lodge will be used as part of the future property enhancement (D. Johnston, pers. com. 2014).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 15. Interior of the former power house; inset is the discovered beam destined for the original Minaki Inn property. 
(Photos courtesy of NLHS 2014). 
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Over the course of the past two years the original stone walkways and dock steps have been exposed 

and cleared of overburden. While not part of the golf course the restoration of this exciting discovery 

has greatly contributed to the interpretation of the former facility. Benches at critical vistas have 

been established restoring a link to the former landscape (Figure 16) 

 

Figure 16. Original stone walkways and stairs were recently exposed during routine shoreline maintenance and are now part 
of the cultural landscape (Photo courtesy of NLHS 2014). 

The remaining interior wall of the grand Minaki Lodge has been preserved as an example of the 

remarkable stone masonry; this will continue to be conserved (Figure 17). 
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Figure 17. Preserved section of interior wall to be interpreted (Photo courtesy of NLHS 2012). 

It is the opinion of the writer that a restoration of the former golf course is not feasible because the 

numerous changes that have occurred over the years have devalued the cultural heritage landscape 

of the former golf course. Restoration would be cost prohibitive given the location and the changing 

demographics of the population. Without knowing the extent of the underlying bedrock on site, a 

preliminary cost estimate for the restoration could range between 2.2 to 2.8 million dollars as per 

Mr. Les Furber’s consultation without maintenance equipment, buildings, parking etc. (Golf Course 

Design Services Ltd. 2011). 

Minaki on the River Inc. has practiced due diligence and respect in addressing the recommendations 

made in the Heritage Conservation Plan as evidenced in the continuing restoration program, building 

of the gazebo, and reclamation of the stone paths.   

In summary, all the attributes associated with the Minaki Golf Course have been impacted by over 

100 years of evolving landscapes as noted in Table 1 below.  
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Table 1 Summary of Effects of Impacts on the former Minaki Golf Course. 

Feature 
Principle 

Feature Requirement Heritage Attribute Associative Value Impact Effect 

General Nature Built-Intentional Absent Over 340,000 tons of top soil imported from Dugald MB to 
build golf course. Construction of a fitness trail adjacent to the 
golf course between 1974 and 1983. 

No longer natural 

Site Selection Nature Pre-Cambrian Shield 
Boreal Forest Ecology 

Aesthetically 
pleasing/picturesque 

Natural succession and invasive species. Redevelopment & 
reconfiguration of many original features. 

No longer recognizable 

Routing Strategic placement of 
1st & 10th hole 
 
 
2nd to 8th holes 

Both 1st & 9th hole were originally 
strategically positioned 
 
 
 
 
 
Routing followed a typical golf 
course plan 
 
 

Absent 
 
 
 
Absent 

1st hole – private property severance, transected by road 
9th hole – diminished fairway, green destroyed, new tee box & 
water hazard, Hotel complex, parking lots, roadways built on 
9th hole. 
 
Road easement of 3rd hole, road construction, utility trail 
system used by local residents, invasive plants and natural 
succession 

No longer in use 
 
No longer recognizable  
 
Diminished cultural 
heritage & aesthetic value   
 
Diminished cultural 
heritage & aesthetic value 
Only some sections 
recognizable. No longer in 
use 

Bunkers Visible, accessible Built - intentional Absent Bunkers have been removed, relocated and/or abandoned No longer in use 
Diminished cultural 
heritage & aesthetic value 

 
Greens 

Visible, strategic, 
aesthetic 

Built - intentional Absent All greens have not been maintained and are overgrown with 
invasive species 

No longer in use 
Diminished cultural 
heritage & aesthetic value 

Fairways Hazard-free, optimal Built - intentional Absent Extended roadways, building relocations, development of 
hotel coplex, Pro shop and parking lots, property severance & 
easement.  

No longer in use Cultural 
heritage landscape and the 
aesthetics associated with 
a restful vista are 
diminished on all fairways, 
especially 1,3, 5,7,8 & 9. 

Tees Visible Built -intentional Absent Overgrown with invasive species, New tee box added to 9th 
hole 

No longer in use. 
Diminished cultural 
heritage & aesthetic value 

Water 
Features 

Natural and visible Built-intentional Absent Water hazard added between Holes 3 & 7 in 2003 
Water hazard added at Hole 9th addition of new tee box 

No longer in use. 
Diminished cultural 
heritage & aesthetic value 

Vegetation Strategic clearing Built - intentional Absent Original vegetation replaced/enhanced throughout the life of 
the golf course to 2003. Course not maintained. Plant 
succession and many invasive species 

No longer in use. 
Diminished cultural 
heritage & aesthetic value 
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6.0 Recommendations 
While there is a degree of public interest in the property and some of the community of Minaki has 

indicated that it values the cultural heritage landscape of the former golf course as a landmark of 

Minaki’s “glory days”, in reality the course has not been operational since 2003 and only for 2 

months between 1998 and 2003.   

The golf course struggled in the past and an apparent lack of historical interest in the property and 

the reality that it is financially infeasible to restore or rehabilitate the golf course will mean that the 

status of the golf course will continue to decline if an alternative land use is not considered for the 

site. Further, the property is now private property. 

Recommendations listed in the Minaki on the River Heritage Conservation Plan (2012) included the 

proposed development of a system of trails and pathways through the open areas as a means of 

interpreting the former golf course landscape.  

While the re-establishment of the golf course is not viable, the reconsideration of alternative land 

use needs to include the conservation of some aspects of the former Minaki Golf Course and manage 

them, it does not mean that change should not or cannot occur within the golf course.  

Suggested recommendations include: 

 Seasonal maintenance of the fairways/greens to control successional growth and invasive 

species which will enable the concept of an open landscape. 

 Placement and size of the condominium units to 900 sq feet will create a natural, flowing 

environment with minimal intrusion of built structures; this will maintain existing mature 

cover where possible where it exists at the present. 

 As previously planned for, some former aspects of the former Minaki property will continue 

as common areas. 

 Development of a series of trails and pathways through the open areas with interpretive 

signage identifying the former aspects of the golf course. 

 Use of ATVs/snowmachines across the remaining fairways by condo owners would be 

restricted by articles of the condominium corporation. Access by the general public could be 

prevented by fencing of the private property. 
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7.0 Appendix 1 
Photographs of the former Trim Fit Trail.  
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Plate 1. Signage near the parking lot by tennis court at 1st fairway. Fuel tank in background is beside 

power house 

 

Plate 2. Pull-up handles beside the 4th fairway. 
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Plate 3. Brown fence post in trees is standing by sit-up bench on 6th tee box, left.  

 

Plate 4. Looking from 4th fairway at the triangle bar. 
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Plate 5. Pull up bar between 6th tee box and 5th green 

 

 

Plate 6. Middle of 6th fairway looking back at bench. 
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Plate 7. Monkey bar off 4th fairway. 

 

Plate 8. Pull up area at 5th green & 6th tee box. 
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Plate 9. Power house in background part of fitness station beside 1st fairway. 

 

 

 

 

Plate 10. Sit-up bench at 6th tee box. 
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Plate 11. Close-up of sit-up bench. 


