
 
 
 
To Minaki Cottager’s Association Members: 
 
There is a lot to catch up on as the MCA works on its response to the proposed 
development of Minaki Lodge. 
 
Membership and Fundraising 
 
The MCA now holds over 230 current paid members, having added almost 100 new or 
returning members in December.  That is a terrific increase, and those member numbers 
will be critical as the planning review process moves forward.  What is also encouraging 
is that our members range from the far corners of Gun Lake and well up the river to the 
beginnings of Big Sand and to the entrance to Roughrock, a testament to the powerful 
value of our Minaki experience and to our shared concern for Minaki’s water. 
 
Please contact your Minaki neighbors and other cottagers to see if they would like a 
forward of this update and if they have joined the Association.  Contact David Hewlett 
(contact information is included below) if you want to know whether someone is 
already a member, or if you would like another membership form to send along.  Either 
one of us also would be glad to contact people directly. 
 
On finances, the MCA’s fundraising program for the cost of engineers and other experts 
has pushed past $90,000 and is gaining on the $100,000 initial goal.  If you were 
thinking of making a contribution towards these expenses in addition to the membership 
fee, but had not yet done so, there is still time.  Contributions should be payable to the 
MCA and mailed to Tony MacDonald at 101 Park Side Drive, Winnipeg, MB   R3J 
1M1.  Since this is an advocacy effort with respect to the proposed development, 
contributions are not tax deductible. 



 
There is one final note about this update.  In the interest of openness, and of promoting 
the best possible planning outcome for the Lodge, we have added developers Bob 
Banman and Bob Schinkel to our distribution list, and they are receiving this update and 
will receive future ones.  We are also sending this update to the Ministry of Municipal 
Affairs and Housing, and will keep copying it as well. 
 
MCA’s Stance on the Lodge 
 
Given all the recent member additions, we think that it is time to repeat and confirm the 
MCA’s basic positions on and approach to the proposed Lodge development.  Here they 
are: 
 
1)  the MCA favors redevelopment of the Lodge site 
 
2)  with respect to the redevelopment proposal from Banman and Schinkel, the 
MCA is not opposed to the type of use that they have chosen, and hopes that a 
Lodge development can finally be successful   
 
     •  although the details still appear to be in flux, that type of use seems to be lower-
priced residential units, with some in the existing hotel buildings and some in new 
cottages constructed on new small lots, and with all units served by the Lodge sewage 
treatment plant 
 
  •  on the plus side, this use has the potential to provide initial construction jobs for 
community members, will generate additional customers for Minaki businesses, and 
will give the public a less-expensive opportunity to own property in Minaki 
 
3)  but the MCA is opposed to the scale of the proposed use, to the project’s sheer 
density, and is opposed to the specifics of the proposed use of the Lodge sewage 
treatment plant  
 
  •  with respect to the sewage treatment plant, the amended permit that the Ministry of 
the Environment has issued to Banman and Schinkel rates the plant at a flow of 186,000 
cubic liters per day.  But the amended permit does not cover treatment of all relevant 
contaminants and nutrients, does not require that additional features needed to treat 
some additional contaminants and nutrients (such as phosphorus) will ever actually get 
installed, and does not set an enforceable limit for any effluent – they are all merely 
targets.  Beyond that, the large number of people that Banman and Schinkel propose to 
put on the site with all their density will overwhelm the plant capacity as rated by the 
MOE, and when the plant is overwhelmed the treating ability declines and ultimately 
the safety valve shunts raw sewage into the Winnipeg River. 
 



•  a second concern about density relates to boat use and traffic in the Lodge channel.  
The site plans in the application filed by Banman and Schinkel show roughly just the 
existing docks with 60 boat spaces.  That is the amount of dockage now allowed at the 
Lodge site under an annually renewing MNR permit.  But the developers’ site plan from 
October, 2010, shows docks three times as large, holding 189 boat spaces, and the MCA 
assumes that Banman and Schinkel still intend in some process or other to accomplish 
that dock and boat expansion.  The Lodge channel is already a crowded and difficult 
stretch of the river, and even more so when people fish there.  The thought of adding 
160 or so unit owners’ boats right there all summer is frightening and badly out of 
context, and must be considered as part of the Municipal Affairs planning review. 
 
•  another significant concern of the MCA, outside of the raw density, is the use of a 
condominium structure to organize the development.  How condominium associations 
made up of part-time residents can be relied upon to operate, maintain, and fund the 
repair and replacement of the critical sewage treatment plant, with no responsible local 
government oversight available in unorganized territory, is not yet clear to us. 
 
4)  the MCA will not merely recite its opposition to aspects of the proposed 
development, but will gather and analyze information with the assistance of 
experts and will propose to the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing and to 
the MOE, as applicable, specific and responsible standards for sewage flow and 
density on the site, for sewage plant operations, and for docks and boats 
 
•  the MCA acknowledges the density and impacts of the former Lodge operation, and 
agrees that that past density and impacts are relevant in considering future use, as the 
developers assert in their application.  But the MCA believes that there is plenty of 
room within the actual density and impacts of the former Lodge use to accomplish a 
suitable and financially rewarding redevelopment, and that the extreme densities and 
impacts that Banman and Schinkel propose do nothing but ravage what we all cherish 
about Minaki’s water and its character. 
 
•  ultimately, the MCA will prepare and submit to Municipal Affairs a complete 
planning response document, and will take all steps necessary to cause the MOE to 
revise or reissue the sewage plant permit 
 
MCA’s Current Activities 
 
The MCA is now embarking on the information-gathering process mentioned above.  
On sewage treatment issues, the MCA has engaged the R J Burnside engineering firm in 
Toronto, where it can work efficiently with cottager and civil engineer Lyle Norrie.  
Burnside may also provide assistance on fisheries impacts.  Sven Hombach, an 
environmental lawyer with the Fillmore Riley firm in Winnipeg, is also assisting on 
work with the MOE.  On planning issues with Municipal Affairs, the MCA continues to 



work with Jeff Port, past city planner for Kenora and current planning director for Sioux 
Narrows and Nestor Falls.  And given that other engineering firms will likely also be 
consulted, the MCA is working with Ken Drysdale of the Accutech Engineering firm in 
Winnipeg, with whom cottager and lawyer Rick Handlon has had extensive experience, 
and who will operate as a kind of in-house engineering advisor on firms, scopes of 
work, costs, and final reports. 
 
For MCA members, please contact one of us with your questions or suggestions.  If you 
would like to see the full application submitted by Banman and Schinkel, send an email 
to Sylvie Oulton at the Ministry of Municipal Affairs – sylvie.oulton@ontario.ca -- and 
ask for a dvd.  And please stand by to take action.  As Lyle, Sven and the Burnside firm 
help us isolate the sewage issues, and as other specific positions become clear, we will 
be asking for members to contact the Ministry of the Environment and Municipal 
Affairs directly. 
 
Our best to all of you for a happy and productive 2013. 
 
 
David Hewlett    Mark Engebretson 
MCA president    Communications, MCA steering committee 
204 229 1151    612 998 8176 
d.hewlett@uwinnipeg.ca   engebretsonmark@gmail.com 
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