
 

 
 
To Minaki Cottager’s Association Members: 
 
 The MCA’s response to the redevelopment proposal for the Minaki Lodge site 
went in to the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing in the week of April 15.  
Here’s an update on where we are in the MMAH process and on a meeting with the 
developers. 
 
 MMAH Process 
 
 The MMAH staff in Thunder Bay now has an electronic and a hard copy of the 
MCA’s submission.  The MCA hopes to continue discussions about the submission with 
Sylvie Oulton, the planner at MMAH with primary responsibility for the redevelopment 
application, and will supplement the submission on particular points if appropriate. 
Sylvie has told us that MMAH has received a submission subscribed to by a large 
number of year-round Minaki residents that also raises concerns about the 
redevelopment proposal. 
 
 There is no deadline under the Ontario Planning Act for a MMAH decision on the 
redevelopment application.  If no decision is made within 180 days after an application 
is deemed complete, however, then the developer may take the application to the 
Ontario Municipal Board on appeal.  In the case of the Lodge application, that 180-day 
period runs out next week. 
 
 MCA members should have received an electronic copy of the full MCA 
submission on April 19.  We hope that you have had a chance to go through it.  If you 
did not receive all of the submission, please let one of us know. 
 
 Meeting with Developer 
 
 The MCA had been expecting that as part of the review of the application and the 
MCA submission, MMAH staff would meet with representatives of the MCA and the 



developer, to get questions answered and to promote discussion generally.  MMAH staff 
instead encouraged the MCA and the developer to meet on their own.  As a result, 
David Hewlett, Rick Handlon, Bill Gardner, and Mark Engebretson (by phone) met in 
Winnipeg on April 26 with Bob Schinkel, Dave Banman, and their counsel. 
 
 The developer had earlier received an electronic copy of the MCA submission, 
and received a hard copy at the meeting.  There was no discussion, though, of the 
MCA’s concerns about the redevelopment proposal.  The MCA did use the opportunity 
to confirm or learn the following about these basic aspects of the redevelopment plan: 
 

 • Banman and Schinkel are proposing 161 units, with 56 in the 
existing hotel buildings, 9 in the existing cabins and pro shop, and 96 on new bare 
land lots.  They have not decided whether the improvements for the bare land lots 
will be manufactured elsewhere and hauled onto the lots, built on-site by the 
developer, built on-site by the unit buyer, or some combination.  The developer 
said that it has a set of building restrictions for the bare land lots and promised to 
send that over to the MCA.  

 
 • the developer is applying now for a dock expansion to a total of 150 
spaces.  A copy of the dock plan is attached, and the developer said that it would 
send over to the MCA a copy of its dock expansion application.  The developer 
believes that the existing docks covered by the MNR permit hold 78 spaces.   It is 
also evaluating adding a boat-launching ramp to the project, for unit owners who 
keep a boat on a trailer.  (The MCA will supplement its response to MMAH 
regarding the impact of that addition.) 
 
Ministry of the Environment 
 

 The MCA has been focused for the past couple of months on the MMAH process 
and on the response to the Banman and Schinkel redevelopment proposal.  It still has 
concerns with the amended permit for the Lodge sewage plant that should be taken up 
with the Ministry of the Environment as well as with MMAH, and the MCA will return 
to that MOE process now.  At this point, however, it has the benefit of complete 
engineering reports on the existing plant and on the issuance of the amended permit 
from both R. J. Burnside and Accutech Engineering. 
 
 Please let one of us know if you have any questions or comments. 
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