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Dear Mr. Hewlett:  
 
Thank you for your correspondence of September 4 and November 
19, 2013 outlining water quality concerns as they relate to the 
Environmental Compliance Approval issued by the Ministry of the 
Environment to Minaki on the River Inc., and the proposed 
redevelopment for the Minaki property.  I apologize for the delayed 
response. 
  
The application for the proposed redevelopment of the former Minaki 
Lodge site is under review by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing.  As such, I must defer to my colleague, the Honourable 
Linda Jeffrey, as the Minister responsible for leading the review of 
Minaki on the River Inc.’s application.  It would be inappropriate for 
me to comment while the review is underway and until a decision is 
made.  Ministry staff are reviewing the environmental conditions and 
providing input for consideration in the final decision for the proposed 
development. 
  
Ministry staff recently met with Minaki on the River Inc. to discuss 
local cottagers’ concerns, including the issue of phosphorous 
treatment.  You will be pleased to know the developer agreed to 
provide for the installation of phosphorous removal equipment at the 
sewage facility.  The developer submitted an application to the 
ministry to amend the existing Environmental Compliance Approval to 
include phosphorous removal.  The application is being reviewed by 
the ministry. 
  
The ministry requested and the developer agreed to also have a 
qualified engineer re-assess the flow calculations for the sewage 
facility to clarify the proposed loading to the sewage plant and submit 
a report on the findings.  This report was submitted to the ministry 
and is being reviewed. 
  



The Ministry of the Environment shares your concern for the water 
quality of the Winnipeg River.  As the development proceeds, the 
ministry will be monitoring Minaki on the River Inc. to ensure full 
compliance with the requirements of its Environmental Compliance 
Approval. 
  
Should you have any further questions or concerns, please do not 
hesitate to contact Ms. Trina Rawn, District Manager, Kenora Office, 
at 807-468-2734 or Mr. Ray Boivin, Senior Environmental Officer, at 
807-468-2728. 
  
Once again, thank you for bringing forward the association’s concerns 
about the environment and water quality in the Winnipeg River and 
the Lake of the Woods watershed. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
  
Jim Bradley 
Minister 


