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MINAKI NEWS
Season Comes to a Close at The Igloo
With the recent warm temperatures of
spring, another great season at The
Igloo has come to an end. We are
thankful to the volunteers who dedicated their time to flooding and maintaining the ice, and managing upgrades to
the facilities & equipment. While most
of our regular Minaki community activities have continued to be canceled
due to the pandemic, we are grateful
that The Igloo provided an option for
gathering safely according to Covid
protocols. Our youngest community
members had an opportunity to get an
early start on learning to skate, and
many of our seasoned hockey players
were given the chance to get out on
the ice while their league play was frequently put on hold and eventually cut
short. We look forward to seeing you
again next year!

Saturday, April 3rd—10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Join the Minaki Community Association for the annual Minaki Spring Clean-Up on Saturday,
April 3rd. To accommodate physical distancing, this year garbage bags will be available on a
table outside the community hall entrance beginning at 10:30 am. Return your filled garbage bags to the designated truck and trailer at the community hall by 12:00 noon. Choose
your own route or neighbourhood. Bring your gloves, coffee and/or water, and help keep
Minaki beautiful! Easter baskets will be distributed as a reward to participants 10yrs and
younger. We hope to see you there!
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Minaki Foundation
The Minaki Foundation came into
being in December, 1986. The Minaki Foundation Board of Directors is a
volunteer Board of local
year ‘round residents. Thanks to
Bryan Rheault who chaired the
Board from 2002 to 2018 before
handing that role over to the present
chairperson, Jane Campbell. The
Board of Directors (Jane, Grace Tindall, Peter Barber, Gord Smithson &
Jan Gibson) would like to take this
opportunity to express our sincere
appreciation to all of you who
have made donations to the Foundation this past year and previously. We wanted to share the following
information with you:
The Minaki Foundation is responsible for the maintenance and operation of the Minaki Helipad. We receive funding from ORNGE to assist
with the maintenance of the Helipad.
The Minaki Foundation owns the
property on which the Minaki Nursing Station is situated and has a
rental agreement with Waasegiizhig Nanaandawe’iyewigamig Heal
th Access Centre (WNHAC).
The Minaki Foundation operates and
maintains the Town docks. In 2020
we began initial planning for a project to remove a section of the existing docks and also to remove a number of underwater piers. We hope to
be able to complete this project in
2021.
The Minaki Foundation has annual
expenses of roughly $6,600 to cover
property taxes, insurance

and annual financial reviews by
MNP.
In order to be approved for Government funding programs a community contribution is usually required. The Minaki Local Services
Board/Community Association/
Mina ki U nit ed F i re F i ght ers are able to partner with the
Minaki Foundation to provide
this community contribution.
The following projects have been
supported by the Foundation in recent years:
2020: $7,600
Minaki Local Services Board –
$7,000 for electrical upgrade in
conjunction with the installment of
a new propane furnace
Minaki Town Docks - $600

The Minaki News
welcomes classified ads at
no charge:

2018 & 2019: $35,000 over 2
years
Minaki Local Services Board/ Minaki Community Association to assist
with the construction of the multipurpose use Igloo – Minaki’s covered hockey rink/tennis
court

Submissions can be made
to:

2016 & 2017: $38,200 over 2
years
Minaki Local Services Board/
Minaki Community Association $35,000 ($17,500 per
year) for the Canada 150 Project. This involved the purchase
and assembly of the community
playground plus main building roof
renewal.
Minaki Town Docks: $3,200

 for sale/rent
 wanted
 for give-away

minakinews@outlook.com
The deadline for
submissions for our
upcoming issue is May
20th, 2021.
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Minaki Foundation—cont.
2015: $14,000
Minaki Community Association –
$5,000 Curling Rink Exhaust system
Minaki United Fire Fighters $9,000 for new outboard engine

Attention
Business
Owners!
Would you like your local
business to be included in
the Business Directory in
the upcoming issue of the
Minaki News? Simply send
us your information,
including: business name,
description, contact
information, and hours of
operation. Send info to:

2014: $15,000
Minaki United Fire Fighters - $3,000
for portable pump, $8,500 for fire
hall propane unit heaters
Minaki Recycling Project - $3,500
2013: $16,600
Helipad - $2000 for replacement of
cones & reflectors
Welcome to Minaki sign - $5,500

Minaki Community Association $9,100 for community centre water system
2012: $18,000
Minaki United Fire Fighters - $6000
to purchase a trailer to haul an extra tank
Minaki Community Association –
$1000 for Youth Group Equipment,
$1200 for Senior’s group furniture,
$2300 for Activity Group equipment, $7500 to upgrade heating
system in the Curling Rink viewing
area plus main building repairs

Minaki Conservancy

minakinews@outlook.com
Submissions can be made
as written text or attached
as a picture file. The
deadline for submissions for
our upcoming issue is May
20th, 2021.

Happy Spring to all Minaki Lovers !
With any luck and many more vaccinations, we should be able to
be together soon. How good that will
be!
The Minaki Conservancy Board is in
the process of updating our website.
Under Jason Abbott's guidance, we
are streamlining section headings,
re-organizing membership renewal
forms and dues payments, and adding some gorgeous pictures.
Consequently, 2021 membership

information will be sent out a little
later than usual.
Our goal this summer will be to
host several Flowering Rush Workshops. Stay tuned for further information.
Sadly, there will not be a Minaki
Cocktail party again this summer.
Perhaps by 2022, Covid will have
been put to rest.
See you soon,
Caroline Josephson on behalf of
The Minaki Conservancy Board
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Words of Advice From Minaki Fire
We come to the Spring Equinox
soon and things are changing. The
ice has melted out of the Igloo. We
are seeing the warmth return, but
still need to heat our homes. March
Break has been moved in Ontario to
April for many so we might be seeing our summer friends returning
soon to open up their homes. We
still need to isolate due to lockdown
restrictions, but those cottage owners might need to reduce stress with
our wonderful scenery. The highest
risks in March are cooking, heating
and still cigarettes. We will also be
looking at our home fire escape
plans and carbon monoxide.

regularly. With all heating, we need
to ensure we have functioning carbon monoxide detectors. This winter
has been strange with some unusually significant temperature changes, so it is important to double
check for build-ups. With
more warming and thaws, there is
also an increased chance of incomplete combustion due to cooler
fires. Once your fires cool, it is a
good idea to clean or even have a
strong fire to dry out the chimney
before you clean. It is always too
late to clean if you have to use your
stove due to the weather suddenly
becoming nasty.

Cooking is a matter of being attentive and taking precautions. Make
sure you have a very large lid at
easy access to smother a fire. Last
issue, I reminded people to move
their barbeque fire extinguisher to
the kitchen too. Make sure your
oven mitts are nearby with easy access. When we have these options
around, we just need to practice a
few times to have that muscle
memory and remove the panic factor. Believing accidents can happen
and preparing ahead of time makes
unforeseen situations less dangerous. We all know something can
distract us from being very attentive
at times, so it’s always best to be
prepared. Next time you’re in the
kitchen, see where your firefighting
tools are and ensure that you have
easy access.

Most people are now smoking outside but make sure no matter where
you smoke, you have a place for the
ashes. Ensure your embers are out
before you put them with your garbage. Smoking usually ends up
causing fires at parties or situations
where someone falls asleep. This
leads to my constant reminder to
have a designated host who checks
on everyone with a clear mind.

Share your special

announcements
in the Minaki News:

When we talk heating, we talk of
fireplaces and stoves. We should
also remember to ensure our propane or oil exhausts are not iced
over. Chimneys and exhaust ports
are major concerns to be checked

This month there is a time change
on March 14, and we will
“spring ahead.” This is the time to
check your smoke and carbon monoxide detectors for fresh batteries. As the weather is changing,
please refresh your home fire escape plan and make sure all are
aware of it. You will also see me coming around as Minaki has received a
shipment of smoke detectors to distribute. Due to the pandemic, we
will be taking appropriate precautions when dropping by with detectors and advice.
Robert Creedon
Minaki Fire Educator










Birthdays
Graduations
Anniversaries
Weddings
Sporting Achievements
Special Events
New Arrivals
Obituaries

Submissions can be made to
minakinews@outlook.com.
The deadline for submissions
for our upcoming issue is
May 20th, 2021.
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Message From the Minaki Fire Chief
Greetings as we are coming
close to the end of winter. The
snow is melting with this unusually warm weather and we
might have another very dry
spring. April 1st signals the beginning of the Day Burning Fire
Ban. This means no burning
from 2 hours after dawn to 2
hours before dusk. There are
exceptions so please go to the
MNR website to check out all
the details.
With the current dry weather, along with Covid conditions
and precautions, we might end
up in the same situation as
last spring when a total fire
ban was activated. I have not
heard anything about this yet,
but good fire safety can help
prevent this issue. If a large
number of pre-season fires
occur, we may have the same
ban as fire crews are not yet
deployed. This means we need
to obey the day burn rules and
make sure precautions are
taken. If and when any ban
occurs, it will be posted on
the Minaki News Facebook
page and shared through radio
announcements.
Recently, the OFMEM came up
to inventory our entire department. We found a lot of gear
that had expired and will be
replaced soon. The protective
personal equipment (PPE) or
bunker gear was inventoried
which included expiration
dates and sizes. This
is supposed to allow us to just
order gear for a certain firefighter and they can just send
it or when equipment is ex-

pired, it will be sent automatically. I would like to thank all
who put in hours to help with
this all-day process. It is much
appreciated.
We will be looking at some improvements in the near future. The OFMEM is looking at
running a recertification and
basic firefighting course this
summer for us out
of Minaki. That would be two
weekends of training this summer. We will be discussing that
with the fire team to determine
the best weekends for the majority. Improvements will also
include new technology like
foam for our truck.
This training will be part of the
current initiative for greater
safety for firefighters. The training will be designed to ensure
everyone is trained in current
best practices for safety. The
fire team has been busy recently with an Occupational
Health and Safety course,
PTSD course and updated
WHMIS 2015, all done online
within the last couple of
months. This has included special Health and Safety courses
for our representatives of fire
team and management. A
greater emphasis is being
made to protect our members
through training and equipment. We are looking forward
to the improvements and
changes.
Robert Creedon
Fire Chief

We need
volunteers!
We encourage our community members to join the Minaki Fire Team by
contacting Fire Chief Robert Creedon
at 224-3450. We thank our current
members for their volunteer service
to our community. Your time and
dedication is greatly appreciated!

Current Members
of the Minaki Fire
Team
Alex Akong
Richard Akong
Ben Barber
Roger Beauchamp – Deputy Chief
Robert Creedon – Fire Chief
Jeff Kakepetum
Gord Smithson
Austin Taylor- Training Officer
Mike Turcotte
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Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
Burning Regulations
The new regulation describes conditions for outdoor fires that are relatively safe and do not require a permit. Fire permits will not
be required for small scale burning of wood, brush, leaves or wood by-products if these conditions are followed:

No Day Burning From April 1 to October 31
Piled material:






tended by a responsible person until out
a single pile less than 2 metres in diameter and less than 2 metres high
the fire is ignited two hours before sunset, or later, and extinguished two hours after sunrise or earlier
the fire is at least 2 metres from any flammable materials
the person has adequate tools or water to contain the fire

Grass and leaves:






the fire is tended by a responsible person until out
the area to be burned is less than 1 hectare
the length of flaming edge is less than 30 metres
the fire is ignited 2 hours before sunset, or later, and is extinguished 2 hours after sunrise, or earlier
the person has adequate tools or water to contain the fire

Incinerators:






enclosed device
at least 5 metres from any forest
at least 2 metres from flammable materials
covered by mesh less than 5 millimetres in size
a responsible person monitors the fire until out

If a Restricted Fire Zone is put in place because of high fire
hazard, these fires will not be allowed.
Forest Fire Reporting: 310-Fire (3473)
Satellite Phone Users Call: (807) 937-5261
We remind all drivers that the suggested speed limit when entering Minaki is
30 km/hr.
Driving with caution as you enter Minaki is extra important since the playground is located at the start of the
town road, and this is an area where
many children play and ride bicycles.
Please slow down and drive safely! Thank you.
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Golfing at Minaki Lodge
fairways and plugged drives on 3
and 7 after a rain, the sweeping
draw of 2’s fairway; they all combine with memories of a well maintained and not an easy course, with
beautiful greens and views.

Original 9th Green Location and Chalet circa 1925, Library & Archives Canada

Golfing at Minaki Lodge enjoyed a
long and storied history over its 78
years, from the opening day tournament of Saturday, July 4, 1925 until
the Lodge’s demise at the end of the
2003 season. The course, in fact,
operated during several years when
the Lodge was closed down. For
those who have played this nifty track
you, like me, will remember its areas
of beauty and challenges as memories flood in while I write this article. I
don’t recall the last time I played the
course; but while it was sometime in
the early 1990’s every hole is embedded in my mind. I also had the thrill
and privilege of working in the pro
shop with Grant “Rhaps” Boden in

both 1966 and 1967; oh the stories
and memories! While working there,
we regularly heard from
our guests positive comments as to
the course layout, quality of care,
and in particular its surprising difficulty.
The deep rough and trees, the uphill
lie on 3 and the side-hill lies on 1
and 9, the hidden green on 5, climbing the watch tower on 6
to check the drives, trying to not hit
the vehicle traffic crossing the fairways on 1 and 3, the elevated tees
on 4 and 8, the bay’s water lurking
and waiting for an errant hooked (for
most of us) drive on 9, the spongy

Our story begins on October 11, 1911
when Charles Melville Hayes, as President of the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway (GTPR), stood in front of the
railway’s Annual General Meeting
and announced plans to build a
chain of first class hotels across
Canada, to compete with their rival
CPR’s hotel construction program.
That proclamation resulted in the
construction of 5 iconic tourist hotels in short order. The first to open
was the Chateau Laurier in Ottawa
in 1912, then the Minaki Inn in
1914, the Hotel MacDonald in
1915, and the original Jasper Park
Lodge in 1922. The Minaki Inn and
the Jasper Park Lodge burned down, but
the CNR rebuilt both.
May 14, 1913 saw the formal announcement by the GTPR on “a
decision has been made to erect a
fine new resort hotel at a point
called Minaki, 114 miles east of
Winnipeg”. The tender call for the
new Minaki Inn was posted the very
next day. Two weeks later, on June
3, a party of senior GTPR officials
visited Minaki and picked the exact
site for the new Inn, stating that
construction of the new $100,000
Inn would begin immediately. By
September 3 the excavation of the
foundations had begun and there
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were 100 men working on the Inn’s
site. The 300-350 guest, city block
long Minaki Inn formally opened on
July 5, 1914.
Some of the reporting to follow is
with reference to an article “Strokes
of Genius” by Lorne Rubenstein in
the March, 2003 Report on Business, and with thanks to several
members of the Stanley Thompson
Society who provided input.
While it had been speculated for
some time that a golf course might
be developed on the site, the start of
the Great War just one month after
the Inn opened resulted in very different forces taking hold of every
day life across the country. For the
next few years the primary sport at
the Inn was tennis. By the early
1920’s the Minaki Inn had been taken over by the CNR. Golfing as a favourite sport had become firmly entrenched throughout Canada; and I
would expect that many of the wellheeled cross-Canada passengers of
the CNR had some influence on the
decision by the CNR to build resort
golf courses to rival the CPR’s. In
April of 1923 Stanley Thompson, the
prominent golf course architect from
Toronto, had been hired by the Kenora Golf and Country Club to design a
new golf course just east of
town. Also in 1923 Stanley gave us
another signature course, in Winnipeg; the Niakwa Golf & Country Club.
The following year on May 24,
1924 Mr. Thompson, now acting as
the CNR’s golf course architect,
viewed the Minaki Inn’s property and
surprised many by deeming it
“perfectly suitable” for a 9 hole golf
course. Stanley was, in fact, on his
way through to Jasper to oversee the
initial clearing of its site as well. Construction of the course began immediately, and by June 4 the men who
had arrived to complete the construction and grading of the new course,
with the firm of Messrs. Riley & Reid,
were at work in earnest. They

were also building their
living apartments on Front
Street facing Gun Lake.
Within a few days there
were expected to be over
100 men at work, using
only wagons, sleds and
teams of horses. By June
21 the forest had been
slashed down “in great
style” by almost 150 men
and 20 teams of horses
and sleds. In July 21 Sir
Henry Thornton, President
of the CNR, stopped to inspect the renovations ongoing at the Inn, and to
check on the progress of
the golf course construction.
The speed and quality of
the course's creation was
truly remarkable. It was
reported that by late August the course had Stanley Thompson circa 1948, Stanley Thompson
greened up; thanks to the Society/Karsh
large crew of workers, the
and was a factor in securing the
grasses used, and the water irrigaexcellent growth on fairways and
tion system installed and activated
greens.” The author of that very
for every green, fairway and tee.
first article titled “The Golf Course
Stanley knew and was considered
at Minaki”, Mr Arthur J. Hills – Genan expert on soils, fertilizers and
eral Superintendent of the CNR,
grass seeds; so the speed of the
completed his article by the followcourse’s being ready for play is not
ing sentence. “Now there is golf at
unusual to the experts I have spoMinaki and, I should say for most
ken to; with similar results reported
Winnipeggers, just a little bit better
at other courses. He often experithan they get at home.” High praise
mented trying different seeds with
for a yet to be opened course; but
different soils. The greens were
also written by a CNR official as a
sown with creeping bent grass, conmarketing piece! The course also
sidered then the latest idea for the
provided a character that was not
making of a perfect putting surface.
usually available to golfers from the
Amazingly it was reported in the Deprairies.
cember 1924 Canadian Golfer that,
on the reporter’s visit of Oct. 7,
There were plans for another nine
1924, just FIVE months after the
holes, around Jackfish Bay and out
site was deemed suitable, the entire
by a bridge over the cut to part of
course was “green with a fine catch
Orde Island. It never proceeded.
of grass, tees were sodded and in
According to the Stanley Thompson
good shape, greens had a good
Society, it was not unusual for ST to
showing of creeping bent propagatbe commissioned to design a
ed by the stolon process, and the
full 18 hole track, but land and
fairway grass from seed. The water
money limitations often derailed
system was completed in August,
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the second nine. As well, soil relocation to facilitate a course’s development was not new to Stanley; he
used the process in many locations
including his signature and world
class courses at Jasper - 1925 and
Banff Springs Hotel – 1927.
It is highly ironic that in just a few
months a golf course can be built out
of the bush, irrigated to life, but the
much more valuable Inn itself was
destroyed by fire the following year;
with one of the primary reasons for
its loss being the missing spool piece
of pipe for the fire protection system
that was still sitting packaged at the
Minaki station.
Three important corrections about
the course, to reported and popular
history, need to be made.
First, the soil for the course was
shipped in from 7 acres of farmland
at Anola, Mb., not Dugald, owned at
the time by William David Cook. His
family still farms the area. In fact,
decades later the Rural Municipality
had to haul soil back in for the Anola
school yard’s new baseball field.
Second, the reports on the amount of
soil transported to the site have
ranged between 30 carloads and 30
trainloads. In working with the Stanley Thompson Society, with respect to
the normal soil base required and
depending on the size of the hopper
cars used back then, there were
somewhere around 160 carloads
involved. It is a reasonable assumption that 5 carloads at a time were
added to eastbound CNR freights,
hence the reporting of 30 trainloads.
Third, the long reported cost in the
order of $1.0 million was formally
debunked on the floor of the House
of Commons in 1925, when the cost
was reported at $94,631.
From reports it appears the course
suffered through some fairway winter
kill; but was in fine shape for the official opening.

A May 30, 1925 ad showcased, for
the first time, that golf was now
available at the Minaki Inn. The golf
course at Jasper Park Lodge, also
designed by Stanley Thompson, was
under construction at the same
time. In his June 10, 1925 newspaper article Golf News and Notes, noted Winnipeg reporter and champion
amateur golfer Jack Cuthbert described the new 9 hole, par
33, 2,665 yard golf course as
“having been laid out to the best
advantage possible, and it promised
to be one of the best and prettiest in
the district in a very short time”. The
course had scheduled an official
opening invitational golf tournament
for June 12, 1925, the day the refurbished Minaki Inn was to open for
the season. Tragically, the Inn was
destroyed by fire the night before,
requiring the tournament to be rescheduled.
Saturday, July 4, 1925 saw the delayed official opening of the Minaki
Golf Club & Course taking place with
an Invitational Golf Tournament of
30 of Manitoba’s top golfers arriving
in a private rail car, participating in
a two day, 36 hole medal play handicap competition. By this time the
course was already considered one
of the best 9-hole courses in the
Dominion. All Winnipeg Golf Clubs
were represented, and a very fine
silver cup was presented by Walter
Pratt, General Manager of CNR Hotels. Bryan O’Kelly of the Norwood
Golf Club, playing from a 9 handicap,
easily won the 36 hole competition
by 7 strokes over R.L. Denison of
Norwood G.C. and J.S. McDiarmid of
the Elmhurst G. & C.C., with a net
total of 148. The low gross of 165
went to F.F. Tribe. To a man, the 30
players expressed “unbounded satisfaction”, and some surprise with
both the new course and its condition, and the hospitality extended by
the several senior CNR officials who
accompanied them. The brand
new greens were being reported as

pretty fast and allowed for accurate
putting. The course proved to be a
great challenge, with the best score
recorded that first year being a 31
by Bert Pellenz of the Elmhurst G. &
C.C. Interestingly, the Stanley
Thompson-designed Jasper Park
Lodge course, one of the finest in
Canada and one of my favourites,
opened two weeks after Minaki.
Also in July of 1925 Mr Edward J.
(Ned) McKenna, age 30 and originally from Rochester N.Y., took up
his duties as the Minaki Golf Club’s
first Golf Professional. In winter
Ned was the Pro at The Country
Club in Jacksonville, Fl., and he
held several course records in
north Florida. Before leaving Florida
for Minaki, he shot 5 consecutive
rounds under par, set a course record 67 at the Florida Country Club
– breaking the record of 71 which
he had also set; and then shot a
sweet record of 66 at
the Timuquana club in Jacksonville,
Fl. He was a serious player. That
same year he shot a course record
34-32-66 (only 1-5 on his card) at
the Elmhurst G. & C.C. in the morning, then moved across the road
and shot a 73 at Pine Ridge G. &
C.C. in the afternoon; never having
seen either track! Ned competed in
the 1922 U.S. Open, the year that
Gene Sarazen won his first golf
tournament at age 20. He made
the cut, and finished in 68 th place.
Print ads confirmed he played a
Spalding
golf
ball;
their brands were the Kro-Flite,
Baby Dimple, Green Dot and the
Aldi.
The United States Golf Association
first listed, in July, both of the
CNR’s new golf courses at Minaki
and Jasper.
Ned McKenna returned in 1926 to
Minaki for his second season, and
on July 29 he won both the Western Canada Pro and Open Champi-
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was reported that the tennis courts
and the golf course were still playable
and being looked after Mr Fred Riddy.
It appears he served as Pro/Greens
keeper from 1930 through 1936. For
1933, green fees were $1.00 for the
day’s play; women were accorded a
charge of 75 cents. With the Lodge
closed for the 1933 season, the
course suffered from lack of water;
but the irrigation system was fully up
Ned returned in 1927 for what would and running for 1934 and the fairbe his last season. That year it was ways and greens had come back.
reported he shot a nifty 29 Minaki
course record, 4 under par, with 5 – The Lodge was fully reopened for the
3’s, 3 – 4’s and 1 – 2. By this time 1934 season, and June 28 saw its
both PALA Camp and Holst Point were first guests when 200 employees of
advertising to their guests the availabil- the Great-West Life Assurance Comity of golf; often without mentioning pany arrived by special train for their
Minaki Lodge. June 17 was a day of annual picnic and sports day. This
celebration; with the grand opening of was an annual tradition that went on
the new Minaki Lodge. Unfortunately, for decades, and included a golf tourNed was unable to defend his 1926 nament among many activities. Anchampionship titles; and finished third. other annual tradition was the CNR’s
Ned was a very good golfer, and by Mens’ Golf Club again holding their
1930 he became a highly respect- annual golf tournament, including in
ed teaching pro at Oak Hill Golf & 1936 at the Lodge; with the Minaki
Country Club; beside his brother Char- Lodge Golf Tournament Trophy prelie who was the Head Pro. Ned was sented by Joseph Van Wyck, the G.M.
considered to be a first rate teaching of CNR Hotels. It would be fair to say
pro, with his smooth swing and calm that few annual general meetings or
manner. Charlie was arguably the bet- conventions held at the Lodge did not
ter golfer, having won the 1948 U.S. include a golf tournament of some
Senior PGA. Ned failed to make the size and type.
weekend cut for the 1932 U.S. Open.
He died in 1945 at the young age of 1937 welcomed the era of fly-in golf50.
ing, with a group of Kenora golfers
and friends arriving by float plane for
April 10, 1928 saw the appointment of lunch and a round of golf. Gordon W.
H.W. Anderson as Minaki’s second golf Brinkworth was the golf pro in 1940,
p r o . N e d h a d m o v e d o n to and in 1942 the course was being
the Bridgeburg Golf Club in Fort Erie, reported as being in excellent shape;
Ontario; Mr Anderson had been Ned’s and was getting more play than ever
Assistant Pro for the three previous before with the Lodge on a reduced
winter seasons in Florida, and he was season. The Lodge was closed for the
our Pro for 1928 and 1929. Reports 1943, 1944, and 1945 seasons. The
indicate that Fred Riddy became the golf course, however, remained open,
Lodge Pro in 1930. The 1932 golf sea- maintained and very playable. An inson kicked off in late June by the Lodge teresting note from the war years.
hosting a golf tournament; and the new Golf ball production was significantly
Manager Paul Borradaile presented the reduced due to the war effort; in orWalter Pratt Golf Trophy to Mr. McClel- der to fill the demand the T. Eaton Co.
land with a low net score of 93-18-75. Sporting Goods Section placed ads in
The green fees at the time were 50 the local papers in October of 1942
cents for 18 holes. While the main that read “Golf Balls Wanted! 50c per
Lodge did not open for the 1933 sea- dozen, bring them in now!” I
son, in the depths of the Depression, it
As further evidence of Ned’s stature in
Canadian golf in April of 1927, the
RCGA suggested that an international
team 36 hole medal competition be
arranged, pitting England’s top players
against Canada’s best in either Toronto
or Montreal. One of the names recommended for the team was our own Ned
McKenna.

Ned McKenna Golf Pro Returns for
Second Season 1926, Winnipeg Tribune

onships at Pine Ridge and Elmhurst,
with back to back 72’s, for a 7
shot margin over the 72
hole tournament. For winning the Professional/Open match his prize money
was $400. In August of 1926 a large
number of golfers from Kenora travelled by car to Redditt, and by train to
Minaki. They played two rounds and
were most complimentary of the excellent course; in particular the beautiful
greens.
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can imagine the Minaki kids scouring shop. His daughter says he was a good
the course.
golfer and provided lessons at Minaki. I
understand that he was the “golf pro”
A fundraising exhibition golf game, at Minaki in 1950, 1951, 1952,1953,
sponsored by the Women’s Auxiliary to and possibly 1954 as well I believe. I
the Fort Garry Horse Regiment, was have reports indicating he was at Minaplayed before a large crowd on August ki as early as 1941/1942 as Greens26, 1945. Allan Boes of Winnipeg shot keeper, and I assume the Pro as well.
a sparkling 31-33-64. The exhibition By 1954 he had returned to Jasper;
was in aid of a war memorial, and to probably in conjunction with sale of the
provide extra comfort for the returning Lodge by the CNR. Jack was still the
soldiers at the Deer Lodge Hospi- head Greens keeper at Jasper in
tal. Mr Boes was a noted Manitoba 1984. On August 23, 1950 at St.
golfer, a lifelong member of the South- Charles G. & C.C. Miss Rae Milligan,
wood G. & C.C.; and in 1941/ 43/ 44 Jack’s daughter and 16 years old, lost
he held both the Manitoba Open and to Mrs E.C. Ryan, 2 and 1, to finish secAmateur Championships at the same ond in the Canadian Ladies’ Golf
time.
Championship. Rae played a lot of golf
at Minaki as a teenager while her dad
In early August of 1946 Ben Hogan, was there. She went on to a long and
generally considered one of the great- stellar career in ladies’ amateur golf. In
est golfers of all time, and his wife Va- fact, as Rae (Milligan) Simpson she
lerie spent a week’s vacation at Minaki won the 1985 & 1989 Ontario Seniors’
Lodge. After competing in a tourna- Championships, and was inducted in
ment in Des Moines, Iowa the week 2006 into the Alberta Golf Hall of
before, he declared he was “fed up Fame.
with golf” and that he and his wife
were going fishing in Canada. It was to By the September long weekend of
be his first holiday since 1941, accord- 1964, the Lodge hosted a 4 day golf
ing to his wife. He spent most of his tournament. The tournament was held
free time at Minaki fishing; on Sunday again in 1965, but that year it was rehe waived his normal $500 appear- stricted to guests only. By May of 1966
ance and put on a free golf clinic. the Minaki Lodge Resort Ltd, with Rod
There are some reports that he actual- Carey and other investors, had purly played 9 holes with three lucky golf- chased the Lodge from A. & T. Hotels.
ers. That night, at the end of his holi- That same year, the pro shop also rentday he took the train to Winnipeg ed out Honda 50 cc motorbikes and
where Ben proceeded to win the CPGA English Raleigh 49 cc mopeds (pedal
Open, shooting an easy 281 – 7 under and go; and some pedalling up the hill
par, to beat “Slammin” Sammy Snead beside 3!).
on a Niakwa golf course he had never
seen before.
The tradition of the Labour Day golf
Mr. Jack Milligan, from Jasper Park
Lodge, worked for the CNR’s Hotel Division year round for most of his life. I
have been fortunate to be in touch
with his daughter, and his grandson,
so his Minaki story is still being developed. With the Lodge closed during
WW II; I understand from his daughter
that at that time he was also the Assistant Greens keeper at Jasper. So he
was sent to Minaki each year to maintain the course and operate the pro

tournaments was continued under the
new ownership; but the Sept. 2 to Sept.
5, 1966 event was by then well named
as the first annual “Blueberry Bowl”;
the contact to register was Mrs. Plummer. It served as a continuation and
expansion of the previous years’ Labour Day tournaments, and showcased
a Men’s Open, a Mixed – Two Ball, and
a Novelty event over 3 days. The tournament continued; with the 1967 second edition costing a couple $105.00
for the long weekend stay, and includ-

ed meals and the golf for two. The
“Blueberry Bowl” continued its tradition in 1968, 1969, and 1970. The
main Lodge did not open in 1971,
and there was no tournament that
year. The tournament did make a successful return in 1972 with the renovated Lodge also open. In 1973, the
Lodge hosted an “Autumn Leaves
Golf Tournament” over the Thanksgiving weekend, with a limit of 36 couples. The year 1974 saw the last year
of Lodge operation, with no record of
a golf tournament that year; and the
Lodge stayed closed until its reopening 9 years later, in 1983.
Despite the Lodge being closed, the
Minaki Community Golf Club was able
to keep the golf course functioning.
The season pass in 1976 cost $20,
and an all day pass was $3.00. By
1978, the “Blueberry Bowl” was back
thanks to the efforts of many residents, including Phil Mosher,
Mel Gerlirz, Frank Hovi, Dunc Calder
and Al Reckseidler; whose committee
kept the course solvent. The tournament that year was limited to the first
60 entries registered with Phil; and
the course continued to be in great
shape thanks to the stellar efforts of
David Robb. 1979 saw the Lodge
open for one day, August 12, to host
a large delegation of the Mississippi
River Parkway Commission. They enjoyed a day of golf and fishing,
capped off by a fish fry and bannock
feast; all while Jimmy King and a Dixieland band played on the north
lawn.
As I now look at old photos of the
9th hole; to me it seems that its
green was originally tucked in to the
left, slightly covered by the Chalet/
Building H. I am certain that location
was shifted to the right, away from
the Chalet, to the location that I remember from the 1960’s. It is my
understanding that sometime in the
1970’s the 9th hole was cut back in
length and the green moved again,
still as a par 4, to make room for additional car parking. Then, the date
September 21, 1981 was the next
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step in the 9th hole’s transition, with
it making way for the excavation for
the new 3 storey/ 120 room addition
which was just started. Along with the
loss of the historic Chalet building, the
green was moved again and the hole
was cut back to a par 3 once the
course reopened for play in 1983. With
these changes at 9 the course’s rated
length, which started at 2,665 yards,
became 2,560, and the last score card
I have has the front nine/ back nine
yardages at 2,255/ 2,383 yards.

Lodge in September, 2003 was its last
operating season.
Tragically, the final chapter of the operation of the Minaki Lodge and its celeb r a t e d go l f c o u r s e c a m e t o
be written around 3:30 am Sunday
morning, October 12, when fire laid the
Lodge building to waste.

1949 was its second President. At
one time noted architects Robert
Trent Jones, Howard Watson, Geoff
Cornish, Robbie Robinson and Bob
Moote worked for Stanley Thompson.
Indeed, I doubt that higher praise
could be found than that of Alister
McKenzie, who with Bobby Jones designed the Augusta National Golf
Course, said in 1928 after he visited
the Thompson-designed, 3 year old
Jasper Park Lodge course: “During
the last 20 years I have inspected all
the reputed best golf courses in Britain, Ireland, the continents of Europe,
North America, and Australia; but not
one has created such a favourable
and vivid impression on my mind as
Jasper, and the finest course I have
ever played.” In that business, there
is no higher praise. This was 4 years
before the Augusta National opened

Play at the Minaki Lodge Golf Course was
always governed by the official rules of the
Royal Canadian Golf Association, except as
modified by the local rules on the player’s
score card. A few of the unique Lodge course
The redevelopment project also rules were:
spelled the end of the original log pro
shop and caddy/ club storage area on “1. On hole 1 and 3, a tee shot coming
the road down by the docks; with a to rest on the cross roads may be
new pro shop taking its place higher dropped back without penalty; treat the
up on the south lawn. It is the under- side road on 1 and 3 as a hazard.
standing that the golf course, at times 2. A ball played over the edge of the
during Lodge closures in the 1990’s, railway rock cut on holes 2 or 3, lying
was operated for a few years by John on the railway beyond the ditch to the
Newsome and Lou Cordeiro. At the end left of the 3rd fairway; or inside the tenof the 1999 season; the course was nis courts’ or swimming pool’s enclosleft to grow on its own.
ing fence, is out of bounds.
3. To speed up play on the par 3 holes
Golf was advertised in 1997, with pric- 7 and 8, before putting, allow the next
es listed as $15.00 for 9 holes and players waiting on the tee to
$20.00 for 18 holes; with power carts drive.” [What is of note, the par 3 available for rent. The year 1998 saw 5 th did not have this rule; yet once the
t h e L o d g e s o l d a g a i n , 9 th hole became a par 3 it was added
to Sadrudin Kassam from Texas. The to this rule.]
stated intention to be fully operational
never came to be, and by July 1 a note The story of the Minaki Golf Course
taped to the front door of the Lodge cannot be properly told without knowproclaimed “due to many technical, ing something of its creative genius,
regulatory and bureaucratic difficulties Stanley Thompson (1893-1953) from
and hindrances, we will be able to Toronto. Thanks to the information
keep open only the 24 rooms in the 6 gathered, including from the Stanley
cabins, the golf course, the tennis Thompson Society, we have learned
courts and the Dockside restaurant for much about this amazing man. He was
the rest of this summer season”. The considered one of the world’s leading
golf course operated until around Sep- golf course architects; with his main
tember 15, and Kassam claimed that work spanning from the early 1920’s to
some of the $500,000 he spent went the early 1950’s. To this day he is conto the sprucing up of the grounds and sidered to be, far and away, Canada’s
the golf course.
most significant contributor to the
world of golf course design. He deThe last owner of the Lodge, Mr. Phil signed, remodelled or constructed
Archer, purchased it in 2002. When it some 145 courses in Canada, the Unitreopened for the first time in six years, ed States, the Caribbean and South
on May 10, 2003, its Manager America. Along with Donald Ross and
Herb LeGrange claimed “it will never Robert Trent Jones, in 1948 he coclose again”. The golf course was pre- founded the prestigious American Soci- Original Minaki Lodge Golf Trophy
pared for play to begin by late June; ety of Golf Course Architects; and in July 1, 1925, Manitoba Free Press
and with the pending closure of the
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for play in 1932. At one time in recent years he had 17 of his courses
ranked in Canada’s top 100; with St.
George's ranked no.1; Highlands Links
no. 2; and Capilano no. 3.
There was formal testimony some time
ago that 1924/ 25 was still early in
Stanley’s experience; more his
“formative” years that seemed to diminish the importance and quality of
the Minaki Lodge’s course. It was successfully argued that if that was indeed the case, then his 1922 Highland
Links, 1923 Niakwa, 1925 Jasper Park
and 1927 Banff Springs and St.
George’s courses; all top Canadian
courses, amply displayed
the high quality of his early career’s work at that time.
In those early years Stanley worked
with both national railways on their
courses across Canada. He was also
known for playing on the inherent rivalry between the CNR and the CPR; at
times suggesting to one railway that
their existing course might benefit
from a particular design feature recently built for the other. It often
brought more him commissions. His
1924/1925 commission for Minaki
with the CNR was undertaken by his
company, named at the time Stanley
Thompson & Co., which he formed in
1922. He was just 31 years old when
he designed Minaki. He often had one
of his 4 brothers helping him on
the supervision of his courses’ construction, and it is possible that
his brother Matt, the pro at Elmhurst
Golf & C.C., was nearby and helped
out. During the time of Minaki’s construction period of 1924-25, he was
working on 19 different courses in
Canada and the U.S. Stanley was a
scratch golfer, indeed winning the Ontario Amateur in 1924. His four brothe r s
w e r e
a l l
s e r i ous golfers, with Nichol who won the
CPGA in 1922, Bill won the Canadian
Amateur Championship in 1923, Frank
won the Canadian Amateur in 1921
and 1924, and Matt was the long hit-

ting pro at Elmhurst and a leading golf- perching them atop high spots (the
longest par 4 no. 3).
er in Manitoba.
On the national scale; in addition to the
top three courses listed above, his other well known commissions include
Banff Springs, Jasper Park Lodge, Edmonton Country Club, and Waskesui at
Prince Albert. Closer to home his works
include; Niakwa, Assiniboine remodel,
Glendale remodel, Southwood enhancements, Kenora, and Clear Lake
redevelopment. Quite the body of work.
I admit to being a big fan of his work,
and I have the privilege of having played 15 of his signature creations across Canada; which
include St. Charles C.C. West nine, and
Falcon Lake Golf Course, both of which
were designed by Norm Woods – one
of his prodigies. It is interesting to note
that Jasper, like many courses, had a
naming convention for each hole. To
my knowledge I have never seen any
naming for our Minaki course holes.
His firm, being experts in grasses and
landscaping, all carried out a lot of
work across the country during WW II in
developing and improving numerous
airfields. Some of the Canadian airfields, being used by the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan to train
pilots and navigators, were located in
areas of the country where reduced
flight visibility and engine air intake
problems experienced from blowing
sand and dust were serious problems.
Stanley solved them by reshaping the
margins of the fields and planting the
proper grasses.
Stanley Thompson designed his courses to be played and enjoyed by both
scratch golfers and the duffers. He fully
understood that the majority of golfers
never break 100. His ability to use the
land to maximize its visual impact and
the views of surrounding features was
unparalleled. He liked streams and
steep bunkers with sand flashed up on
their faces; and would put in a touch of
healthy fear into the player’s mind by
sinking greens into low spots
(remember the par 3 no. 5?) and

He was a lover of steaks, rye whisky
and cigars; and was known as the
“Toronto Terror”. He passed away in
Toronto in 1953 at the young age of
59; and was inducted into the Canadian Golf Hall of Fame in 1980 with
the Minaki Lodge Golf Course as one
of his listed designs; and into the Ontario Golf Hall of Fame in 2000. Stanley has also been designated on November 28, 2005 as a “Person of
National Significance by the Historic
Sites and Monuments Board of Canada”. His importance was defined as
“Provision of Golf Course Architecture
in Canada and Abroad; creating many
challenging and world renowned golf
courses.” In 2015 he was inducted as
a member of the Canadian Sports
Hall of Fame.
Golf stories of our times at the Minaki
course rest within so many of us. A
few memories I can share from the
summer of 1967, my second year.
First, in 1966 I guess Grant and I
were making too much money, at
$1.10 an hour less $2.00 a day for
room and board living above the Garage; so for the 1967 season Rod Carey and Currie McMillan cut back our
daily hours! Also that year we had a 4
– place gas golf cart, and we made
the mistake of renting it to an older
couple, their son and his wife. OK so
far, things went well for the first and
second holes, until the hill climb up to
the 3rd green. They were all of a larger size, and coupled with 4 large golf
bags they had ZERO chance of getting
up that hill in the cart. So, the daughter in law, who was the lightest, became the driver as the rest walked up
the hill. Then the fun began; with her
now driving, the four of them were
riding down the winding path off the
fourth tee. It goes left and then
curves right around a large jack pine.
Well; between her first hitting the gas
by mistake coupled with the brakes
not having the necessary stopping
power under those extreme conditions, cart meets tree; the tree won!
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Minaki Lodge & Golf Course Aerial View circa mid-1970’s, Mark Eastwood Postcard

Minor injuries only, thankfully, and
the 4 person cart became scrap. One
day I was playing a quick 9 holes on
my own, and after I teed off 4 George
Kelly, the famous guide, came by and
asked my if I seen a “bahr” around? I said
no, but he borrowed my driver and headed
into the bush between 7 and 4; I hear
George yelling and my club swinging until
a good sized black bear tore across the
4th fairway, through the bush and across
the 8th fairway towards Jackfish Bay. I wish I
had a photo of George following; laughing
heartily.
We are very fortunate to have a portion of a
memoir, captured by Jake MacDonald, of a
chap named Dave Prosser. Dave was a
caddy in 1935 and 1936, and through
Jake’s writings he has shared some of his
memories of that time. Here are just a few
quick notes:
- Mr. Riddy was the Caddy Master and
Pro, and Dave describes him as a
short, stout, red faced man.
- The caddies received no wages, only
board and room – both excellent; they
relied on the carry fee plus tips.
- The standard rate was 30c for 9
holes, 50c for 18 holes, tips were frequent.

- Fortunately, the golf bags were light
and normally only carried 2 woods, 3 or
4 irons, and a putter.
- There was a shortage of caddies, so
he would often carry double bags and
earn double fee.
- Duty started at 8 am, and it was not
uncommon to carry 9 holes before
breakfast, 18 holes double before
lunch, 18 holes double in the afternoon, and 9 holes double before dinner. “We were tough kids” he said!
- Both caddies and bell hops lived 2 to
a room in the male staff annex, above
the garage where the coal and baggage
trucks were parked. The beds were
comfortable, the rooms were well kept
by a matronly housekeeper, and there
was a single shower room and toilet at
the end of the hall.
- One form of recreation was for the
fellows to take their girlfriends, who
were usually fellow staff, out on the
9th fairway to “look at the stars”. So,
the 1930’s and the 1960’s were not
that different after all!
Despite being defined as a Cultural
Heritage Landscape, our beloved golf
course now sits idle and fallow, partially mowed but long gone are the halcyon days of “Blueberry Bowl” tourna-

ments, match play, caddies hauling
two bags, playing a quick 9 before
dark, losing more balls than we find,
having the train engineer blow his
whistle in the middle of our back
swing on the 3rd tee, too few pull
carts for all the players who needed
one, searching for golf balls everywhere, coming down the 9th and
checking the western skies for the
upcoming boat ride’s wind and weather, staff (sorry, guides) found sound
asleep early in the mornings on the
9th green, and power carts that
would either not start, or would conk
out at the farthest point on the
course – the 3rd green at the top of
the hill.
In the words of that avid golfer, Bob
Hope: “Thanks for the Memories”.
Garry Bolton
Minaki History Society
Space does not allow for a fuller set
of golf images; please check out our
Media section of the Minaki History
Society Facebook site for photos and
photo albums that fully showcase the
course.
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MINAKI
Business
Directory
Minaki Marina &
LCBO
Phone: 807-224-2581
Winter Hours
Fridays & Saturdays 10am—3pm
under current Covid-19 guidelines

Barber’s
REsort
Year-Round Accommodations
Phone: 807-224-6411
Email: barbersresort@kmts.ca
Website: barbersresort.com

Pine & Paddle
Cabin Rentals
Joshua Rheault
Owner
Phone: (807) 464-4268
Email: pineandpaddleminaki@gmail.com
Find us on Instagram & Facebook!

Please note that we will be closed
on Good Friday (April 2nd) and
open on Saturday April 3 for our
usual winter hours of 10am—3pm.
Any changes to our opening days, hours,
and restrictions will be posted on our
Facebook page.

Wilder Woodwork & Carpentry
Joshua Rheault
Owner
Find us on Instagram
& Facebook!
Phone: (807) 464-4268
Email: wilderwoodworkandcarpentry@gmail.com
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Emergency Numbers
Ambulance – (807) 468-3311
OPP – 1-888-310-1122
Hospital – (807) 468-9861
Fire – (807) 224-1100
Forest Fire – (807) 310-FIRE (3473)
Poison Control – 1-800-268-9017

Minaki Nursing Station—(807) 224-3531
Clinic Hours: Mondays – Fridays, 9 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
Please call (807) 224-3531 or (807) 467-8770 to schedule appointments.
Telehealth Ontario—1-866-797-0000

Telehealth Ontario is a free, confidential service you can call to get health advice or information. A Registered Nurse
will take your call 24 hours a day, seven days a week. When you call, a Registered Nurse will ask you to answer
questions so they can assess your health problem and give you advice. Telehealth Ontario nurses will not diagnose
your illness or give you medicine. They will direct you to the most appropriate
level of care or may put you in contact with a health professional who can
advise you on your next steps.
The nurse will help you decide whether to:
 handle a problem yourself
 visit your doctor or nurse practitioner
 go to a clinic
 contact a community service
 go to a hospital emergency room

Minaki Landfill Site Operation

We are now on
winter hours!

Summer Hours – Sundays or Holiday Mondays 4 to 8 PM
Winter Hours – Sundays or Holiday Mondays NOON to 4 PM
Tippage fees will be collected at the time of
dumping and are:
$3.00 per bag
$25.00 per ½ ton truck or small trailer
FOLLOW SIGNS FOR DESIGNATED AREAS:

 Brush – no exceptions
 Domestic Garbage
 Fish Guts
 Metals
Due to demands from the Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) and the Ministry of Environment (MOE) restrictions are as follows: ABSOLUTELY NO: Wood of any kind, fibreglass insulation, shingles, plastics, tarps, styrofoam, glass, furniture, mattresses, tires, appliances, electronics, paints, batteries, or hazardous chemicals. There is a $500.00 fine for anyone caught dumping these items at the Minaki site.
These items must be taken to the Kenora Waste Transfer Station for proper disposal. Non-compliance will result in the rescinding of dumping privileges. All fees go towards the costs of operating the site in accordance with MNR and MOE guidelines. The Minaki Waste Management Board is a volunteer group working for the benefit of the community to keep the landfill site open. We appreciate your co-operation in
maintaining the Minaki dump site.

Local Services Board of Minaki
Barbara Mach—Chairperson
Kelly Beauchamp—Secretary/Treasurer
Roger Beauchamp—Member
Cathy Gilbert—Member
Rachel Taylor—Member

Minaki Roads
Board
Bryan Rheault—Chair
Malcolm Reid—Trustee
Mike Turcotte—Trustee
Jennifer McPhearson
Secretary/Treasurer

Minaki Community Association
Rachel Taylor—President
Kelly Beauchamp—Secretary/Treasurer
Lara Barber—Member
Cathy Gilbert—Member
Barbara Mach—Member

Minaki Waste
Management Board
Lorraine Muncer
Bryan Rheault
Kane Turcan

Join us on Facebook!
The Minaki News is on
Facebook! Search “Minaki
News” and send a request
to join our group.
You will gain access to
digital versions of our community newsletter. We will
also be posting information about upcoming
events, along with other
news and updates of interest to community mem-

MINAKI
NEWS
minakinews@outlook.com

bers. Please join us on
Facebook and get instant notifications about
happenings in and
around Minaki!

Minaki
Foundation
Jane Campbell - Chairperson
Peter Barber - Treasurer
Grace Tindall - Secretary
Jan Gibson- Director
Gord Smithson - Director

Minaki News Scope of Content: The Minaki News is a bi-monthly newsletter intended to
update residents in the Minaki Local Services Board area of community events and
activities. It is distributed to the community free of charge, and paid for by the Minaki
Community Association as part of its mandate to create and support recreation opportunities in Minaki. The scope of content as agreed upon by the volunteers who organize
and distribute the newsletter is as follows: reporting on community events, reporting on
activities of the local fire team, local boards & community groups (Minaki Foundation,
Minaki Conservancy, Minaki History Society, etc.), along with announcements, classifieds, and business directory. Paid advertising will not be included. Submissions are
reviewed to determine whether they are in line with the above scope, and if they benefit
the health and wellbeing of the community (promoting physical/social activities, healthy
living, etc.). Feel free to contact minakinews@outlook.com for more information. We
look forward to your submissions!

