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Season Comes to a Close at The Igloo  
With the recent warm temperatures of 

spring, another great season at The 

Igloo has come to an end. We are 

thankful to the volunteers who dedicat-

ed their time to flooding and maintain-

ing the ice, and managing upgrades to 

the facilities & equipment. While most 

of our regular Minaki community activi-

ties have continued to be canceled 

due to the pandemic, we are grateful 

that The Igloo provided an option for 

gathering safely according to Covid 

protocols. Our youngest community 

members had an opportunity to get an 

early start on learning to skate, and 

many of our seasoned hockey players 

were given the chance to get out on 

the ice while their league play was fre-

quently put on hold and eventually cut 

short. We look forward to seeing you 

again next year! 

Join the Minaki Community Association for the annual Minaki Spring Clean-Up on Saturday, 

April 3rd. To accommodate physical distancing, this year garbage bags will be available on a 

table outside the community hall entrance beginning at 10:30 am. Return your filled gar-

bage bags to the designated truck and trailer at the community hall by 12:00 noon. Choose 

your own route or neighbourhood. Bring your gloves, coffee and/or water, and help keep 

Minaki beautiful! Easter baskets will be distributed as a reward to participants 10yrs and 

younger. We hope to see you there! 

Saturday, April 3rd ĕ10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  
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The Minaki News 

welcomes classified ads at 

no charge: 

 

¶ for sale/rent 

¶ wanted 

¶ for give-away 

 

Submissions can be made 

to: 

 

minakinews@outlook.com 

 

The deadline for 

submissions for our 

upcoming issue is May 

20th, 2021.  

The Minaki Foundation came into 

being in December, 1986. The Mina-

ki Foundation Board of Directors is a 

v o l u n t ee r  B o a r d  o f  l o c a l 

year ôround residents.  Thanks to 

Bryan Rheault who chaired the 

Board from 2002 to 2018 before 

handing that role over to the present 

chairperson, Jane Campbell.  The 

Board of Directors (Jane, Grace Tin-

dall, Peter Barber, Gord Smithson & 

Jan Gibson) would like to take this 

opportunity to express our sincere 

appreciation to all of you who 

have made donations to the Founda-

tion this past year and previous-

ly.  We wanted to share the following 

information with you:  

 

The Minaki Foundation is responsi-

ble for the maintenance and opera-

tion of the Minaki Helipad.  We re-

ceive funding from ORNGE to assist 

with the maintenance of the Helipad. 

 

The Minaki Foundation owns the 

property on which the Minaki Nurs-

ing Station is situated and has a 

rental agreement with Waase-

giizhig Nanaandaweõiyewigamig Heal

th Access Centre (WNHAC).   

 

The Minaki Foundation operates and 

maintains the Town docks.  In 2020 

we began initial planning for a pro-

ject to remove a section of the exist-

ing docks and also to remove a num-

ber of underwater piers.  We hope to 

be able to complete this project in 

2021.   

 

The Minaki Foundation has annual 

expenses of roughly $6,600 to cover 

p r o p e r t y  t a xe s ,  i n su r a nc e 

Minaki Foundation  
and annual financial reviews by 

MNP.   

 

In order to be approved for Govern-

ment funding programs a commu-

nity contribution is usually re-

quired.  The Minaki Local Services 

Board/Community Association/

Minaki  Uni ted Fi re Fight-

ers are able to partner with the 

Minaki Foundation to provide 

this community contribution.  

   

The following projects have been 

supported by the Foundation in re-

cent years:  

 

2020: $7,600 

Minaki Local Services Board ð 

$7,000  for electrical upgrade in 

conjunction with the installment of 

a new propane furnace 

Minaki Town Docks - $600 

  

2018 & 2019: $35,000 over 2 

years  

Minaki Local Services Board/ Mina-

ki Community Association to assist 

with the construction of the multi-

purpose use Igloo ð Mina-

kiõs covered hockey rink/tennis 

court 

 

2016 & 2017: $38,200  over 2 

years  

Minaki Local Services Board/

Minaki Community Association - 

$ 3 5 , 0 0 0  ( $ 1 7 , 5 0 0  p e r 

year) for the Canada 150 Pro-

ject.  This involved the purchase 

and assembly of the community 

playground plus main building roof 

renewal.  

Minaki Town Docks: $3,200 
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Attention 
Business 
Owners!  

 

Would you like your local 
business to be included in 
the Business Directory in 
the upcoming issue of the 
Minaki News? Simply send 
us your information, 
including: business name, 
desc r i p t ion ,  con tac t 
information, and hours of 
operation. Send info to: 
 
 minakinews@outlook.com 
 
Submissions can be made 
as written text or attached 
as a picture file. The 
deadline for submissions for 
our upcoming issue is May 
20th, 2021. 

 

 

Minaki Conservancy  

2015: $14,000  

Minaki Community Association ð 

$5,000 Curling Rink Exhaust system 

Minaki United Fire Fighters - 

$9,000  for new outboard engine 

 

2014: $15,000  

Minaki United Fire Fighters - $3,000 

for portable pump, $8,500 for fire 

hall propane unit heaters 

Minaki Recycling Project - $3,500 

 

2013: $16,600  

Helipad - $2000 for replacement of 

cones & reflectors  

Welcome to Minaki sign - $5,500 

Minaki Foundation Õcont.  
Minaki Community Association - 

$9,100  for community centre wa-

ter system 

 

2012: $18,000  

Minaki United Fire Fighters - $6000 

to purchase a trailer to haul an ex-

tra tank 

Minaki Community Association ð 

$1000  for Youth Group Equipment, 

$1200  for Seniorõs group furniture, 

$2300  for Activity Group equip-

ment, $7500 to upgrade heating 

system in the Curling Rink viewing 

area plus main building repairs  

Happy Spring to all Minaki Lovers ! 

 

With any luck and many more vac-

cinations, we should be able to 

be together soon. How good that will 

be! 

 

The Minaki Conservancy Board is in 

the process of updating our website. 

Under Jason Abbott's guidance, we 

are streamlining section headings, 

re-organizing membership renewal 

forms and dues payments, and add-

ing some gorgeous pictures. 

 

Consequently, 2021 membership 

information will be sent out a little 

later than usual. 

 

Our goal this summer will be to 

host several Flowering Rush Work-

shops. Stay tuned for further infor-

mation. 

 

Sadly, there will not be a Minaki 

Cocktail party again this summer. 

Perhaps by 2022, Covid will have 

been put to rest. 

 

See you soon, 

Caroline Josephson on behalf of 

The Minaki Conservancy Board 

mailto:minakinews@outlook.com
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Share your special 

announcements 
 in the Minaki News: 

 

¶ Birthdays 

¶ Graduations 

¶ Anniversaries 

¶ Weddings 

¶ Sporting Achievements 

¶ Special Events 

¶ New Arrivals 

¶ Obituaries 

 

Submissions can be made to 

minakinews@outlook.com. 

The deadline for submissions 

for our upcoming issue is 

May 20th, 2021.  

 
We come to the Spring Equinox 

soon and things are changing.  The 

ice has melted out of the Igloo. We 

are seeing the warmth return, but 

still need to heat our homes. March 

Break has been moved in Ontario to 

April for many so we might be see-

ing our summer friends returning 

soon to open up their homes. We 

still need to isolate due to lockdown 

restrictions, but those cottage own-

ers might need to reduce stress with 

our wonderful scenery. The highest 

risks in March are cooking, heating 

and still cigarettes. We will also be 

looking at our home fire escape 

plans and carbon monoxide. 

 

Cooking is a matter of being atten-

tive and taking precautions. Make 

sure you have a very large lid at 

easy access to smother a fire. Last 

issue, I reminded people to move 

their barbeque fire extinguisher to 

the kitchen too.  Make sure your 

oven mitts are nearby with easy ac-

cess. When we have these options 

around, we just need to practice a 

few times to have that muscle 

memory and remove the panic fac-

tor. Believing accidents can happen 

and preparing ahead of time makes 

unforeseen situations less danger-

ous. We all know something can 

distract us from being very attentive 

at times, so itõs always best to be 

prepared.  Next time youõre in the 

kitchen, see where your firefighting 

tools are and ensure that you have 

easy access. 

  

When we talk heating, we talk of 

fireplaces and stoves. We should 

also remember to ensure our pro-

pane or oil exhausts are not iced 

over. Chimneys and exhaust ports 

are major concerns to be checked 

Words of Advice From Minaki Fire  
regularly. With all heating, we need 

to ensure we have functioning car-

bon monoxide detectors. This winter 

has been strange with some unusu-

ally significant temperature chang-

es, so it is important to double 

check for  bu i ld-ups . Wi th 

more warming and thaws, there is 

also an increased chance of incom-

plete combustion due to cooler 

fires. Once your fires cool, it is a 

good idea to clean or even have a 

strong fire to dry out the chimney 

before you clean. It is always too 

late to clean if you have to use your 

stove due to the weather suddenly 

becoming nasty. 

    

Most people are now smoking out-

side but make sure no matter where 

you smoke, you have a place for the 

ashes. Ensure your embers are out 

before you put them with your gar-

bage. Smoking usually ends up 

causing fires at parties or situations 

where someone falls asleep.  This 

leads to my constant reminder to 

have a designated host who checks 

on everyone with a clear mind.  

  

This month there is a time change 

on March 14, and we will 

òspring ahead.ó This is the time to 

check your smoke and carbon mon-

oxide detectors for fresh batter-

ies. As the weather is changing, 

please refresh your home fire es-

cape plan and make sure all are 

aware of it.  You will also see me com-

ing around as Minaki has received a 

shipment of smoke detectors to dis-

tribute. Due to the pandemic, we 

will be taking appropriate precau-

tions when dropping by with detec-

tors and advice.   

 

Robert Creedon 

Minaki Fire Educator 

mailto:minakinews@outlook.com
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pired, it will be sent automati-

cally. I would like to thank all 

who put in hours to help with 

this all-day process. It is much 

appreciated. 

   

We will be looking at some im-

provements in the near fu-

ture. The OFMEM is looking at 

running a recertification and 

basic firefighting course this 

s u m m e r  f o r  u s  o u t 

of Minaki. That would be two 

weekends of training this sum-

mer. We will be discussing that 

with the fire team to determine 

the best weekends for the ma-

jority. Improvements will also 

include new technology like 

foam for our truck.  

 

This training will be part of the 

current initiative for greater 

safety for firefighters. The train-

ing will be designed to ensure 

everyone is trained in current 

best practices for safety. The 

fire team has been busy re-

cently with an Occupational 

Health and Safety course, 

PTSD course and updated 

WHMIS 2015, all done online 

within the last couple of 

months. This has included spe-

cial Health and Safety courses 

for our representatives of fire 

team and management. A 

greater emphasis is being 

made to protect our members 

through training and equip-

ment. We are looking forward 

to the improvements and 

changes.   

 

Robert Creedon 

Fire Chief 

Greetings as we are coming 

close to the end of winter. The 

snow is melting with this unu-

sually warm weather and we 

might have another very dry 

spring. April 1st signals the be-

ginning of the Day Burning Fire 

Ban. This means no burning 

from 2 hours after dawn to 2 

hours before dusk. There are 

exceptions so please go to the 

MNR website to check out all 

the details.   

 

With the current dry weath-

er, along with Covid conditions 

and precautions, we might end 

up in the same situation as 

last spring when a total fire 

ban was activated. I have not 

heard anything about this yet, 

but good fire safety can help 

prevent this issue. If a large 

number of pre-season fires 

occur, we may have the same 

ban as fire crews are not yet 

deployed. This means we need 

to obey the day burn rules and 

make sure precautions are 

taken. If and when any ban 

occurs, it will be posted on 

the Minaki News Facebook 

page and shared through radio 

announcements. 

 

Recently, the OFMEM came up 

to inventory our entire depart-

ment. We found a lot of gear 

that had expired and will be 

replaced soon. The protective 

personal equipment (PPE) or 

bunker gear was inventoried 

which included expiration 

dates and sizes. This 

is supposed to allow us to just 

order gear for a certain fire-

fighter and they can just send 

it or when equipment is ex-

Message From the Minaki Fire Chief  

We need  

volunteers!  
 

We encourage our community mem-

bers to join the Minaki Fire Team by 

contacting Fire Chief Robert Creedon 

at 224-3450. We thank our current 

members for their volunteer service 

to our community. Your time and 

dedication is greatly appreciated! 

 

Current Members 

of the Minaki Fire 

Team  
 

Alex Akong  

Richard Akong  

Ben Barber  

Roger Beauchamp ð Deputy Chief  

Robert Creedon ð Fire Chief  

Jeff Kakepetum   

Gord Smithson  

Austin Taylor- Training Officer   

Mike Turcotte 
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 Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 
Burning Regulations 

 
The new regulation describes conditions for outdoor fires that are relatively safe and do not require a permit. Fire permits will not 
be required for small scale burning of wood, brush, leaves or wood by-products if these conditions are followed: 
 

No Day Burning From April 1 to October 31 
 
 

Piled material:  
¶ tended by a responsible person until out 

¶ a single pile less than 2 metres in diameter and less than 2 metres high 

¶ the fire is ignited two hours before sunset, or later, and extinguished two hours after sunrise or earlier 

¶ the fire is at least 2 metres from any flammable materials 

¶ the person has adequate tools or water to contain the fire 
 

Grass and leaves: 
¶ the fire is tended by a responsible person until out 

¶ the area to be burned is less than 1 hectare 

¶ the length of flaming edge is less than 30 metres 

¶ the fire is ignited 2 hours before sunset, or later, and is extinguished 2 hours after sunrise, or earlier 

¶ the person has adequate tools or water to contain the fire 
 

Incinerators:  
¶ enclosed device 

¶ at least 5 metres from any forest 

¶ at least 2 metres from flammable materials 

¶ covered by mesh less than 5 millimetres in size 

¶ a responsible person monitors the fire until out 
 

If a Restricted Fire Zone is put in place because of high fire 
hazard, these fires will not be allowed. 

 
 

Forest Fire Reporting: 310-Fire (3473) 
 
 

Satellite Phone Users Call: (807) 937-5261 

We remind all drivers that the suggest-

ed speed limit when entering Minaki is 

30 km/hr.  

 

Driving with caution as you enter Mina-

ki is extra important since the play-

ground is located at the start of the 

town road, and this is an area where 

many children play and ride bicycles. 

 

Please slow down and drive safe-

ly! Thank you. 
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Golfing at Minaki Lodge enjoyed a 

long and storied history over its 78 

years, from the opening day tourna-

ment of Saturday, July 4, 1925 until 

the Lodgeõs demise at the end of the 

2003 season. The course, in fact, 

operated during several years when 

the Lodge was closed down. For 

those who have played this nifty track 

you, like me, will remember its areas 

of beauty and challenges as memo-

ries flood in while I write this article. I 

donõt recall the last time I played the 

course; but while it was sometime in 

the early 1990õs every hole is embed-

ded in my mind. I also had the thrill 

and privilege of working in the pro 

shop with Grant òRhapsó Boden in 

Golfing at Minaki Lodge  

fairways and plugged drives on 3 

and 7 after a rain, the sweeping 

draw of 2õs fairway; they all com-

bine with memories of a well main-

tained and not an easy course, with 

beautiful greens and views.  

 
Our story begins on October 11, 1911 

when Charles Melville Hayes, as Presi-

dent of the Grand Trunk Pacific Rail-

way (GTPR), stood in front of the 

railwayõs Annual General Meeting 

and announced plans to build a 

chain of first class hotels across 

Canada, to compete with their rival 

CPRõs hotel construction program. 

That proclamation resulted in the 

construction of 5 iconic tourist ho-

tels in short order. The first to open 

was the Chateau Laurier in Ottawa 

in 1912, then the Minaki Inn in 

1914, the Hotel MacDonald in 

1915, and the original Jasper Park 

Lodge in 1922. The Minaki Inn and 

the Jasper Park Lodge burned down, but 

the CNR rebuilt both.  

 
May 14, 1913 saw the formal an-

nouncement by the GTPR on òa 

decision has been made to erect a 

fine new resort hotel at a point 

called Minaki, 114 miles east of 

Winnipegó. The tender call for the 

new Minaki Inn was posted the very 

next day. Two weeks later, on June 

3, a party of senior GTPR officials 

visited Minaki and picked the exact 

site for the new Inn, stating that 

construction of the new $100,000 

Inn would begin immediately. By 

September 3 the excavation of the 

foundations had begun and there 

both 1966 and 1967; oh the stories 

and memories! While working there, 

w e  r e g u l a r l y  h e a r d  f r o m 

our guests positive comments as to 

the course layout, quality of care, 

and in particular its surprising diffi-

culty.  

 
The deep rough and trees, the uphill 

lie on 3 and the side-hill lies on 1 

and 9, the hidden green on 5, climb-

ing the watch tower on 6 

to check the drives, trying to not hit 

the vehicle traffic crossing the fair-

ways on 1 and 3, the elevated tees 

on 4 and 8, the bayõs water lurking 

and waiting for an errant hooked (for 

most of us) drive on 9, the spongy 
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